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Iidie Week 
Shouldn't Hurt 


Who knows what to expect 
from up-and-down Longhorns? 


AFTER victories on six 
straight Saturdays, how 
will an idle week affect 
the Nebraska football 
team? 

It's really hard to tell, 
even for the man in 
charge. 

“We seem to be play- 
ing well and improving 


Brian 
HILL 


and gathering momentum,” Husker 


Coach Frank Solich said after 
Saturday’s dominating 49-14 rout of 
Iowa State. “A week off is possibly a 
momentum-breaker, but I don’t think 
this team will let it be that way.” 

This team has had to be focused, to 
weather an early sea- 
son quarterback con- 
troversy, defections 
and threatened defec- 
tions and inconsistent 
performances early by 
the offense. 

It’s also a time when 
injuries — serious and 
not-so-serious — are 
piling up. The week off 
is a good thing in that 
regard. 

“| think it’s probably 
good from the stand- 
point that we’ve played 
six games now,” Solich 
said. “You get a lot of bumps and 
bruises in six games. | think it will help 
us get over that.” 

Texas will be Nebraska’s third con- 
secutive opponent to have an idle week 
before it plays the Huskers. That cer- 
tainly didn’t help Oklahoma State and 
Towa State. 

The Longhorns are a little difficult to 
figure out. They lost to North Carolina 
State to open the season, struggled 
against Rice during a four-game win- 
ning streak, committed six turnovers in 
losing to Kansas State and, most recent 
ly, rallied from a 17-point deficit to 
defeat Oklahoma. 

How’s that for consistency? 

Inconsistent or not, the Longhorns 
still present a difficult challenge, espe- 
cially in Austin, as Nebraska begins the 
rugged second half of its season. 


Texas has an outstanding quarter- 
back in sophomore Major Applewhite, 
who gained notoriety by throwing for 
269 yards, as the Longhorns ended 
Nebraska’s 47-game home-field win- 
ning streak last Halloween. Applewhite 
rebounded from a mistake-filled per- 
formance against Kansas State to pass 
for 328 yards without a turnover 
against Oklahoma. 

The Longhorns no longer have 
Ricky Williams, but junior Hodges 
Mitchell has come on to rush for 568 
yards the last four weeks. And flanker 
Kwame Cavil already has 50 catches 
for 559 yards. 

It should be an interesting game and 
a good test for the 
Huskers. Of course, Iowa 
State, with its highly 
ranked defense, was sup- 
posed to be a good test, 
too, and that didn’t hap- 
pen. You can read about 
the Huskers’ impressive 
performance against the 
Cyclones in this issue. 

Speaking of Texas, 
contributing editor Mike 
Babcock takes a look at 
Nebraska’s continuing 
success in recruiting top 
players out of the Lone 
Star State. 

Recruiting followers seem to be fas- 
cinated by junior college running back 
Thunder Collins, who recently gave his 
oral commitment to Nebraska. Collins 
tells why he chose Nebraska in James 
Hale’s recruiting roundup in this 
week’s magazine. 

With the Huskers idle on Oct. 16, 
Huskers Illustrated also takes a week 
off. The next issue will be published 
after the Texas game and preview the 
Kansas Jayhawks. 

Stay tuned. ll 
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Injury sets back 
possible role for 
multi-talented 
junior Walker 


Deion Sanders 
clone, would you 
lieve? 


If not for the torn left 
ACL that delayed his return 
to action this season, junior 
Joe Walker might have been 
playing offense as well as 
playing defense and return- 


ing kicks. 
Coach Frank Solich had 
considered granting 


Walker's request for an 
opportunity to show what 
he could do on offense, as a 
wide receiver or even as a 
running back. 

But the injury, which 
occurred during practice in 
preparation for the Holiday 
Bowl game, has set Walker 
back so far that Solich is 
hesitant to increase his 
responsibilities. 

“I know Joe would like 
to get on the field as much 
as possible, and to have Joe 
on the field as much as pos- 
sible is not a bad move in 
any stretch of the imagina- 
tion,” Solich said recently. 
“He has the potential to 
play several positions on 
both the offensive and 
defensive end of it. 

“But the fact that he has 
come off of an injury and 
has not been out at practice 
working a lot at different 
things has kind of set us 
back with that thinking a 
little bit.” 

Walker, who underwent 
additional surgery on the 
knee in late May, missed all 
of spring practice as well as 
preseason practice and has 
concentrated on getting 
back into the flow on 
defense. 

There was some consid- 
eration to redshirting him if 
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his rehabilitation took too 
much time. 

He has regained his 
position as the No. 1 nickel 
back and is again returning 
kicks. 

Walker’s ability to run 
with the ball is unques- 
tioned. Last season, he tied 
an NCAA record by scoring 
touchdowns on a punt 
return, a kickoff return and 
an interception return. 

He also returned an 
interception for a touch- 
down as a true freshmen in 
1997. 

Walker, who has run the 
100 meters in 10.5 seconds 
and the 200 meters in 21.6, 
played quarterback on 
offense his final two sea- 
sons at Lamar High School 
in Arlington, Texas, rushing 
for 1,300 yards and 30 


-, 


Nebraska rover and kick returner Joe Walker (25) is congratulated by Kyle Vanden Bosch. 


: 


touchdowns and passing 
for 1,200 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a senior. 

He still could play some 
offense at Nebraska. “We 
haven’t totally dismissed 
that thinking, by any 
stretch of the imagination,” 
said Solich. “But it’s not a 
situation where all of a sud- 
den you can say: ‘OK, Joe, 
we want you to play split 
end for us in this ballgame 
for about three or four 
series, and then we also 
want you to run the ball at 
I-back for about three or 
four more series.’ 

“Because he has great 
athletic ability, we want 
him to be great at every- 
thing he’s doing on the 
field, and so to spread him 
too thin would probably be 
an injustice to him. 


“What develops as we 
go through the season 
remains to be seen.” 

Had Walker at least been 
able to go through presea- 
son practice, the situation 
might have been different. 
“The thing that’s tough is, 
it’s one thing going into fall 
camp thinking about play- 
ing a couple of positions 
and being able to work at 
both, rather than being a 
third of the way through 
your season and saying: 
‘OK, now we're going to 
have you start learning 
another position,” Solich 
said 

“It’s a little more diffi- 
cult, especially if you want 
to keep him making 
progress at the position he’ 
already playing, the posi- 
tion he already knows.” ll 


“We're fortu- 
nate in that 
Dan gives us 
an athlete 
who is able to 
make plays, 
should he 
have to.” 


LAST LINE OF DEFENSE 
Defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride probably 
isn't thinking about using 
punter Dan Hadenfeldt in the 
secondary any time soon. The 
senior from Des Moines is a 
good athlete, but his tackling 
technique leaves much to be 
desired, as a play against 
Oklahoma State illustrated, 

Hadenfeldt tackled the 
Cowboys’ Tony Richardson 
on a 39-yard punt return at 
the Nebraska 49-yard line in 
the third quarter. Hadenfeldt 
felt good about the tackle 
until he saw it on videotape. 

"It didn't look quite as 
graceful as it felt like on the 
field," he said later. 

Coach Frank Solich was 
more concerned with the 
result than with the form, 
however. "It looked pretty 
good to me," he said. "Any 
time you have a kicker who is 
called upon to make a tackle 
or to make a play other than 
kicking, if you don't have an 
athlete, you're in trouble. 

"And we're fortunate in 
that Dan as a kickoff guy and 
as our punter gives us an ath- 
lete who is able to make 
plays, should he have to, 
other than kicking or punting 
the ball." 

Redshirted freshman 
place-kicker Josh Brown “is 
the same way," said Solich. 

Even so, “we did take Dan 
and the rest of the kicking 
crew to the tackling sled. He 
is working on his form a little 
bit. But he got to the right 
spot, and he brought him 
down. 

“There's a lot to be said 
for that." 

Hadenfeldt also attempted 
to strip the ball from 
Richardson, though in retro- 
spect he might have been a 
little late. "He was only on the 
ground for about two or three 
seconds before | tried to do 
that," Hadenfeldt said. "I think 
| just picked it (the ball) up off 
the ground." 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


MOVING ON UP 

Matt Davison’s string of consecutive games in which he had caught a pass might 
have ended in the Oklahoma State game, but the junior split end is climbing Nebraska's 
career receptions list. Going into the lowa State game, he was tied with Jon Bostick and 
Junior Miller for 13th, with 55 catches. 

Barring injury, he could move as high as second on the list before he’s finished. 

The top of the list is almost certainly out of reach, however. Johnny Rodgers, Nebraska's 
first Heisman Trophy winner, caught 143 passes for 2,479 yards and 26 touchdowns during 
his three seasons (1970-72). Freshmen weren't eligible for varsity competition until 1972. 

Jeff Kinney, an I-back (1969-71), is second on the list, with 82 receptions. 

The remainder of the top 10: Guy Ingles (1968-70), 74 catches; Tim Smith (1977-79), 72; 
Irving Fryar (1981-83), 67; Tom Penney (1966-68), 66; Todd Brown (1980-82), 65; Abdul 
Muhammad (1991-94), Jerry List (1970-72) and Dennis Richnafsky (1965-67), 61. 

Despite his consistency as a possession receiver, Davison will be remembered for the one 
touchdown reception on the final play of regulation against Missouri in 1997. 

“\ don’t know if it's something I'll ever live down,” he said. “I've tried to make other plays 
and be a big part of the offense, be a guy who's consistent in catching the ball and a guy who 
can be looked to in clutch situations. But it doesn’t seem like anything | do will let me get 
away from being known as a one-catch guy, It's not something | want to forget about. It was 
a great point in my career.” 


BIG BROTHER GRANT 

Sophomore tight end Tracey Wistrom is emerging from the shadow of his older brother 
Grant. “Slowly but surely, | think, I'm coming out of there,” Tracey said recently. “But to be 
honest, it's not that big of a deal to me if | don’t ever come out of his shadow. 

“| want to do what's best for the team, things like that. It’s nothing about, | have to out- 
play my brother. | just come out here and have fun, enjoy playing football.” 

Tracey remained in Columbia, Mo., with his parents after the Missouri game and went to 
the St. Louis Rams’ game against the Atlanta Falcons the next day in St. Louis to watch 
Grant, who now starts for the Rams. “It was exciting,” said Tracey. “We love watching each 
other. 

“We almost get into it more watching the other brother play than when you're out there 
on your own, sitting there screaming and hollering and everything else. It’s fun. 

“It's hard to fathom seeing a guy who, in junior high was still having problems walking 
without tripping over his own two feet, and now he's starting Sundays in the NFL. 

“But he’s a great athlete and he’s done everything that it takes to be there, not taken any 
shortcuts or anything like that, always working hard. He deserves everything he gets.” 


BAD NEWS FOR BLACKSHIRTS 

Sophomore defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta might miss the remainder of the season 
because of a torn left anterior cruciate ligament, suffered during practice on the Tuesday 
before the lowa State game. The injury is “one that’s kind of tough to evaluate,” head foot- 
ball trainer Doak Ostergard told the Lincoln Journal Star. As a result, there was still an out- 
side chance Slechta would be able to return. 


BASKETBALL RECRUIT LOST 

George Mazyck, a 6-foot-9, 270-pound center and forward in the Nebraska men's basket- 
ball recruiting class, will be sidelined for the season after suffering right patella injury and 
undergoing surgery in early October. Mazyck suffered the same injury last season at 
Coffeyville, Kan., Community College. As a result, he played in just eight games there, after 
transferring from Missouri. 

Mazyck played in only four games at Missouri because of a torn right ACL. 

“We were counting on George to be a very physical presence off our bench,” Cornhusker 
Coach Danny Nee said. “He is a very strong rebounder, who we planned to use as a key 
backup at both the power forward and center positions.” Mazyck will have two seasons of 
eligibility remaining. 

Ben Chesnut, a 6-6, 210-pound freshman walkon from Omaha Millard North High School, 
also has been sidelined by an injury in a preseason workout. Chesnut suffered a broken bone 
in his right foot and was expected to miss from eight to 12 weeks, according to trainer Mike 
Gooding. m 
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Look like your current 


investment strategy? 


Call Kirkpatrick Pettis. 


If this reminds you of your current investment strategy, call Kirkpatrick Pettis. Effective 
investment strategies don’t have to be fancy or confu In fact, studies show that simple, 
long-term, financial game plans almost always outperform “hot” market fads. The investment 
consultants at Kirkpatrick Pettis know this well. They start with a full range of practical products 
and services. They then tailor an investment package to fit the strengths, goals and needs of 
each individual client. The result is a hard-hitting, long-term game plan that actually makes sense. 


Involve the professionals from Kirkpatrick Pettis in your financial plans. Call today. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400 - OMAHA, NE 68114 + 402-397-5777 + 800-776-5777 
Member NASD and SIPC 
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Play-Action Pass 
A Matter Of Deception 


Sophomore Wistrom Nebraska’s latest 
‘streamlined’ tight end 


THE CONCEPT isn’t complicated. The 
defense sees run, but the play is a pass. 

It’s called a play-action pass, and sopho- 
more tight end Tracey Wistrom was wide- 
open on two such plays in Nebraska’s 38-14 
victory against Oklahoma State two weeks 
ago. The first produced a 47-yard gain, car- 
rying to the Cowboys’ 2-yard line, the sec- 
ond a 16-yard gain and a touchdown. 

“1 don’t know how he gets open,” 
Nebraska offensive tackle Adam Julch told 
reporters afterward. “He just seems to be 
wide-open. I think he just comes off the 
sidelines.” 

Wistrom doesn’t come off the sideline, 
of course. He lines up as he usually would 
and tries to convince the defenders on the 
other side of the line of scrimmage that 
he’s blocking. 

He’s aided in that deception by the 
Cornhuskers’ reputation for running. 

Defenses will commit their safeties to 
stopping the run, and “they'll have under- 
neath players, maybe a rush end or a 
backer, right over the tight end or close to 
him to try to hold him up, on almost every 
play, try to get a piece of him in some 
way,” said Nebraska receivers coach Ron Brown. 

If no one holds up the tight end, he'll probably be open. 
And Wistrom is difficult to hold up. 

The key is being “quick on the release,” Brown said. 
“He's got to have an excellent ability of escaping anybody 
that would try to bang him. You look at a lot of tight ends 
that are big and lumbery sometimes, and they kind of 
bounce around and it’s hard to get them down the field. 

“But you look at Sheldon Jackson, you look at Tracey 
Wistrom, streamlined tight ends that can get down the field, 
that can maneuver, that have great quickness. That helps.” 

The 6-foot-4 Jackson, who completed his eligibility last 
season, wasn’t particularly heavy for a tight end. He was 
listed at 245 pounds. And the 6-5 Wistrom is even lighter, at 
220 pounds. 

Yet Jackson had a knack for getting free coming off the 
line of scrimmage, as evidenced by his 19 catches for 343 
yards and four touchdowns in 1998. And Wistrom has 
shown similar ability. 

There’s more to a successful play-action pass than get- 
ting free, however. Once free, “you have to have intelli- 
gence,” said Brown. “It's really difficult for tight ends when 
they come into this offense to understand where the soft 
spots in the zones are, when to take it deep, when to ‘drag 
it! 

“We give them a lot of options. I remember when Johnny 
Mitchell was a freshman. He didn’t always make the right 
read, but he was so talented that even in a crowd, he’d go 
up and get the ball.” 

Mitchell, who played two seasons at tight end for 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


Ron Brown knows the play is dif- 
ficult to defend. 


Nebraska before declaring for the NFL draft, holds the 
school single-season record for yards per reception, with a 
minimum of 10 receptions. 

He caught 11 passes for 282 yards, an average of 25.64, as 
a freshman in 1990. 

Through the Oklahoma State game, Wistrom was aver- 
aging 31.3 yards per reception. 

Most tight ends don’t have Mitchell's ability, however, 
according to Brown. “So it takes a year or two to really kind 
of get them to understand what to look for when they’re 
releasing,” he said. 

“They've got to be able to release on a 
defender, release on another defender and 
still get the contour of the secondary . . . 
and make a good decision, particularly on 
a lot of their crossing routes.” 

Offensive linemen also play an impor- 
tant role on play-action passes, one “that 
doesn’t get enough notoriety,” Brown said. 
“Probably the toughest blocks for those 
guys are the play-action passes because 
you've got to be aggressive and at the same 
time, give a little ground and keep people 
out of the quarterback’s space. That's not 
easy. You've got to sell the run and pass 
pro(tect).” 

Julch agrees. “You're trying to make it 
look like a run, yet you don’t want to get beat over the top 
or to the side. On a run, sometimes, you don’t mind getting 
beat to the side that the ball’s not going to,” he said, “But on 
play-action passes you don’t want to get beat that way.” 

Also, “sometimes it’s a little difficult to come off the ball 
and not go three yards downfield,” Julch said. “But basical- 
ly you're kind of worried about getting beat more than if it's 
a running play.” 

That the Cornhuskers have run the ball more often than 
not over the years has made the play-action pass an impor- 
tant offensive weapon, even though they’ve run less effec- 
tively this season. 

“We still have the ability to run the ball well, and people 
perceive us that way,” said Brown. “And again, when 
you're going against nine-, 10-man fronts, it (play-action 
pass) should be a big play.” 

The concept is simple. The execution is not. But then, nei- 
ther is defending. 

“I'm a former defensive backs coach and defensive 
back,” Brown said. “I know how hard it is to coach the sec- 
ondary on play-action passes. It’s really difficult, particular- 
ly when you want those guys to commit to the run. And 
then, when you have an elusive, streamlined tight end...” 

Oh yes. There’s one other important element of a suc- 
cessful play-action pass. The quarterback has to fake a 
handoff then find and get the ball to that wide-open tight 
end. 

Against Oklahoma State, Eric Crouch “put the ball right 
on the money.” 

He made it look easy. But it was not. 
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Newcombe Move 
Opens Up Offense 


‘Any time he’s out there, 
he can make a big play’ 


AT THE START of the season, Bobby 
Newcombe was struggling as Nebraska’s 
starting quarterback. A couple of weeks 
later, he moved to wingback and promptly 
dropped a pass in the end zone in his first 
game at his “old” position, one at which he 
excelled as a true freshman two years ago. 
The next week, he caught a touchdown 


Bob 
SCHALLER pass from Eric Crouch against Missouri. 
And during NU’s win over Oklahoma 
State in Lincoln, Newcombe was again a double-threat, but 
this time it was his running that took center stage as he had 
35 yards on four rushes, including a 20-yarder. 
“You don’t have to be a smart coach to know that if you 


get the ball to your playmakers, something big 
can happen,” said NU head coach Frank 
Solich. “It’s great to see Bobby get the ball 
because there’s a good chance we'll get points 
on the board. He’s really worked hard, and 
he's a big part of this team.” 

Newcombe has come full circle this season 
and in his career as a Husker. He's shown that 
he’s the threat he was two years ago at wing- 
back. Newcombe had one of several big plays 
for the Huskers against OSU. 

“(Teams) try to come out and stop our run- 
ning game, but the coaches do a great job of 
mixing things up and calling a lot of different 
plays and formations,” Newcombe said. 

Newcombe is the integral part of the 
offense he was expected to be last year, albeit 
at a different position. 

“Of course I want everyone to do well,” said Husker 
quarterbacks coach Turner Gill. “But it is nice to see both 
Bobby and Eric succeeding. Both are special. We know 
we're a better offensive football team with both of them on 
the field at the same time. That gives us an advantage. Both 
can make big plays.” 

Crouch calls Newcombe one of the Huskers’ best 
chances to break open a big play. 

“Anytime he’s out there — no matter how he gets the 
ball — he can make it a big play,” Crouch said. “He’s a 
huge talent. He can catch the ball and run, or we can fake it 
to him because teams have to respect the chance that he 
might get the ball. He’s really helped us open up the 
offense,” 

Center Dominic Raiola said having Newcombe out there 
actually makes the offensive line’s job easier. 

“The defense has to watch for Bobby because he could 
get the ball any number of ways — or he could throw it 
himself,” Raiola said. “Watch him when we get a screen 
(pass) to him and see what he does. Even when we fake to 
him, it gets the defense off guard. He needed a couple of 
weeks to get the rust off and get some experience at wing- 
back. Now that he’s got it, he’ll make even more plays.” 


Bobby Newcombe is 
a big part of the 
Nebraska offense. 


Newcombe finally looked relaxed after Saturday's game. 
As he finished off a sandwich, Newcombe said he feels well 
again — physically and mentally. 

“1m 100 percent physically,” Newcombe said. “I was at 
the start of this season, but it was a matter of getting into 
games and doing certain movements to see if I was back. 
I'm mentally tough now, too — everything is improved.” 

His 20-yard run against Oklahoma State — on the heels 
of his touchdown catch against Missouri — also showed 
him that he is still a key in the Husker offense. 

“These have been confidence builders for me — definite- 
ly,” Newcombe said. “We haven't been forcing anything, 
but we've still had the big plays.” 

Having Newcombe to run on a reverse — or on a fake 
reverse, or even to throw to — has made 
Crouch’s job easier, especially on first down. 

“Teams have trouble deciding what they 
think we're going to do on first down,” 
Crouch said. “They can’t think just option, or 
just pass. Having Bobby out there is a big part 
of that.” 

The support of his family and friends is 
what got him through last year’s injury and 
the ensuing quarterback controversy. 

“The most important thing was their sup- 
port,” Newcombe said. “Without that, | don’t 
think I’d have made it through all this.” 

Fans forget that this is a young man just 
three years removed from high school. He 
reads or hears on talk radio about his short- 
comings, even though he showed tremendous 
courage to come back from injuries. 

Solich could not have handled it any better: He went the 
extra mile to give Newcombe the chance he deserved at 
quarterback. Solich then had to go with Crouch because he 
took the job by his performance — though Newcombe, once 
the rust is completely worn off, could still prove to be an 
excellent quarterback in this offense. Still, Solich should get 
credit for not just keeping Crouch on track and Newcombe 
in the fold, but for finding a way to make them both — and 
the Huskers, in the process — prosper. 

‘And maybe now, with his career in high gear and his 
critics stuck in idle, Bobby Newcombe can finally sit back 
and listen. And perhaps Husker fans can show their appre- 
ciation for his attitude and courage. He has proven himself 
a team player — something his coaches and teammates 
already knew. 

But it would be nice to see that acknowledged by those 
who jumped all over his case. 

That's truly something worth talking about. ll 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. 
He has also written several books, including "Touchdown Tommie” 
and “Roar of Silence: The Kenny Walker Story." 

Bob can be reached at schallerrc@aol.com 


Epectations Higher 
After Disappointing Finish 


European tour gives Sanderford’s Huskers 
time to work on explosive new offense 


ANY HOPE PAUL SANDERFORD HAD of 
keeping his third Nebraska team a secret to 
the rest of the women’s basketball world 
vanished last March 30. 

It was barely two weeks after the Huskers 
ended the 1998-99 season with a disap- 
pointing first-round NCAA Tournament 
loss to Kentucky. But there they were, get- 
ting mentioned in a USA Today column, 
written by Basketball Hall of Famer Ann 
Meyers Drysdale. 

After listing her top 10 choices to make the 2000 Final 
Four, Meyers Drysdale came up with 15 more contenders. 
Nebraska was the seventh “contender” school named. 

“I saw that, and I heard another com- 
mentator talk about it,” said junior guard 
Amanda Went. “I don’t know. Anything’s 
possible. That’s a huge jump, and that’s 
why I don’t want to come out and sa’ 
yeah, we'll win a national champio: 

But as Went said, anything's possil 

And if the Final Four seems a bit of a 
stretch to you, the Sweet 16 shouldn't 
because Sanderford has experienced play- 
ers and the kind of athletes that should 
allow the Huskers to play the all-out, up- 
tempo style he so desires. 

Oh yeah, they've also got a major 
inside threat in 6-foot-5 junior center 
Casey Leonhardt (who sat out last season 
after transferring from Illinois) to go with 
second-team All-America guard Nicole 
Kubik and three other returning starters. 

“T can see it,” Went said of Meyers 
Drysdale’s tab, “because of our returners, 
and I think with Casey, she is going to be 
a major part of our offense. With her 
inside, it’s going to help the guards. And 
with the guards, having her inside is 
going to give us more options.” 

Indeed, Sanderford has his sights set on building an 
offensive attack that has as much explosiveness as an Eric 
Crouch option play. 

In August, Sanderford took a team of seven current 
Huskers on a two-week trip to Italy, France and 
Switzerland, where it won five of six exhibition games. 

With a new three-guard offense, Nebraska averaged 93 
points, 20 more than it averaged during the 21-12 season of 
1998-99. 

Kubik led the way by averaging 17.8 points and 6.5 
assists. Senior Charlie Rogers, who's played center most of 
her Husker career, returned to her natural power forward 
slot and averaged 15.5 points and 11 rebounds, a significant 
jump from the 7.4 and 4.5 numbers she had as a junior. 

“T've never doubted my game,” Rogers said. “But the 
trip made me realize I can be better than average.” 


Curt 
McKEEVER 


Junior guard Amanda Went aver- 
age 13 points on the European trip. 


Went also should have gotten that feeling. The sharp- 
shooter from Columbus averaged 13 points, 4.5 rebounds 
and 4.3 assists. 

Fellow guard Brooke Schwartz, who said the Huskers 
were “drooling at the mouth for this system,” averaged 13.7 
points, 6.5 rebounds and 4.2 assists. 

Oh yeah, Leonhardt scored at a 14.3-point clip while 
pulling down 9.5 rebounds and blocking nearly three shots 
per game. 

About the only thing the demanding Sanderford had to 
complain about upon returning was the strong European 
coffee. 

“T liked our bonding, our confidence level,” he said. 

The Huskers were allowed 10 days of practice prior to 
leaving for Europe, and Sanderford spent 
that time exclusively on offense. 

Went said the first game left their 
coach scratching his head because things 
weren't exactly clicking. But he was a lot 
more at ease by the last game, when 
Nebraska beat a team he compared to a 
mid-level Big 12 squad by 14 points. 

“It’s like they just turned it on,” said 
Sanderford. 

Now, he’ll shoot to get the same 
effect from a talented freshmen class that 
includes consensus high school All- 
American Stephanie Jones of Omaha 
Benson. 

And if Sanderford needs an assist, 
Went will gladly bring up the the 1998-99 
season, when the Huskers got off the 
NCAA Tournament bubble by winning 
four straight games to advance to the 
semfinals of the Big 12 Tournament. The 
98-92 loss to Kentucky, however, brought 
things to an abrupt ending. 

“T don’t think we were ready to go 
out in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament,” Went said. “I think we 
may be expecting a little more (this season).” 

‘As they already know, the Huskers aren’t the only ones 
thinking that way. 

And had she seen them perform in Europe, Meyer 
Drysdale would be assured about her projection of 
Nebraska. 

“My favorite thing was in Milan, Italy. We saw the paint- 
ing of The Last Supper,” Went said. “The trip was unbeliev- 
able, culturally. But I think the most fun we had was play- 
ing because that’s what we needed to get started on the sea- 
son.” 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 
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Rally Against OU 
Defining Point? 


Longhorns looking for consistency 
in up-and-down season 


ack Brown has found his 
second Texas team a lit- 
tle hard to figure out. 


out Stanford (69-17) and Baylor $18) Rice 
(62-0), but lost to North Carolina 3 23)@Bayler 


State (23-20), struggled against 


Rice (18-13 victory) and commit- 287 Nebrasks 

si: aii = 030 @ lows St, 
ted six turnovers in a 35-17 loss to N6 @Ohla st 
N13. Texas Tech 
N26 @ Texas A&M 


Kansas State. 

When Texas fell behind 
Oklahoma 17-0 in the first quarter in the 
94th annual Red River Shootout, Brown 
had to be thinking “here we go again.” 

But in what looks like a turning 


Tentative D Deeps 
(Nesrasia Orrevse 


SE 3  MattDavison*> 6-1 180 dr. 
9 WilsonThomas 65 210 Fr. 
LT 69 AdamdJulch*** 65 320 Sr. 
65 JonRutherford* 63 295 So, 
LG 63 JamesShermant** 64 295 Sr. 
77 Toniu Fonoti 64 330 Fr. 
© 54 DominicRalola® 62 295 So. 
51 MattBaldwint™ 62 285 Sr. 
RG 55 RussHochsteint* 63 280 Jr. 
64 Steve Alstadt 85 275 So, 
RT 58 Dave Volk* 65 295 So, 
75 KyleKollmorgen* 65 290 So. 
TE 85 TJ.DeBotes** 63 260 Sr. 
and 87 TraceyWistrom 65 220 So. 
08 7 Eric Crouch* 61 195 | So, 
14 Jeff Perino” 62 210 Sr. 
FB 15 WillieMiller"* 6-1 240 Jr. 
35 Tyrone Uhlir 60 230 Fr. 
IB 38 DanAlewander"* 6-0 245 Jr. 
36 Correll Buckhalter** 6-0 225 Jr. 
WB 82 SeanApplegate"* 5-9 185 Sr. 
and 12 Bobby Newcombe™"6-0 195 Jr. 
PK 28 Josh Brown 62 185 Fr. 


Jason Lohr* 
Loran Kaiser"* 
Jon Clanton, 
iKyle Vanden Bi 
Demoine Adams 
Tony Orti 
Brian Shaw 
Carlos Polk** 
Jamie Burrow? 
Julius Jackson*** 
Mark Vedral* 
Keyuo Craver* 
Juan Groce 


Clint Finley** 
Dion Booker* 
Mike Brown*** 
Joe Walker** 
Ralph Brown*** 
Jeff Hemje 

Dan Hadenfeldt= 
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The Longhorns blew es eae 


030 @ Kansas 
N6 Texas A&M. 
N13 Kansas St 
N26 @ Colorado 


point in their season, the Longhoms ral- 
lied for a 38-28 victory to improve to 5-2 
entering an idle week before they play 
host to Nebraska. It was the largest 
come-from-behind victory for Texas 
since a similar rally to beat Texas ARM. 
21-17 in 1965. 

"We're trying to get a personality," 
Brown said after the victory over 
Oklahoma. "To go two games down in 
the Big 12 South this early would have 
been really tough, especially with a 
week off and Nebraska coming in. 

"We told our kids there's a defining 
point in every season. And today, hope- 
fully, will be a defining point to turn 
this bunch around because it is such a 
young team." 


MAJOR IMPROVEMENT 


Leading the Longhorn rally against 
the Sooners was sophomore quarter- 
back Major Applewhite, who completed 
22 of 47 passes for 328 yards without an 
interception of fumble. 

That was especially impressive com- 

ing off his six miscues against Kansas 
State. 
I can't lie," Applewhite said. "Your 
confidence has to sink a little after six 
turnovers. Then you go to class and see 
a copy of The Daily Texan lying on the 
floor with the headline, ‘Major Screw- 
Up.’ 

"First you think, 'Real clever.’ Then 
you just go back to work because you 
feel like you have something to prove." 


Oct. 23, 1999 « starting time TBA ° 
'*¢ Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium ¢ Austin, Texas 


TEXAS NEBRASKA id he never doubted 
Record 5-2 Record 6-0 Applewhite's ability to shake off 
28 Ni, Carolina St. L,23-20 84 @lowa MMM the Kansas State woes. 
W, 69-17 S14 California W, 45-0 i 4 Per 
W, 38-21 S18 So. Mississippi. W, 20-13 The best thing about Major is 
W, 16-13) Sizon@iMissoun W040) he is a tough kid," Brown said. "He 
W, 62:0 | [02 OklahomaSt. W,38-14| sas a eo 
O9 KansasState L,35-17 9 lowaSt Wisma) “2S questioned by everybody, he 
9 Oklahoma W, 38=28 023 @ Texas got beat up, he got a lot of sacks 


and the turnovers were tough. But 
he had a great week of practice. 
And now he’s 2-0 against 
Oklahoma." 

Applewhite set a UT record with 
four 300-yard passing games in a sea- 
son. He broke the previous record of 
three set by James Brown in 1995. 


Tentative ”) Deeps 


‘Aaron Humphre} 

Cory Redding. 
Hampton"™* 

Brandon Nava“ 


Marcus Wilkins 
Everick Rawls 
Jamal Joyner 
‘Ahmad Brooks 
Ervis Hill* 

Greg Brown" 
Terrol billon” 
Lee Jackson 
Jon Wyndham* 
‘doe Walk 
Ervis Hill” 

Ryan Long* 


Kwame Cavilt* 62 205 
12 J. Thompson*™ 60 180 


{T 70 Leonard Davist* 66 3067 
‘or 88 Cory Quye* 66 325 
LG 72 RogerRossier** 65 315 


75 Derrick Dockery 6-6 335 


© 62 MattAnderson* 64 310 
or 78 MarcelBlanchard* 6-4 305 
RG 76 A.Kirk-Hughes* 63 320 
62 MattAnderson* 6-4 310 
RT 68 Cory Quye* 66 325 
or 63 Mike Wil 66 339, 
TE 81 64 260 
87 Chris Smith 65 265 
QB 11 Major Applewhites6-1 205 
8 ChrisSimms 65-210. 
RB 3 Hodges Mitchell** 5-7 190. 
28 Victor ike S11 195 
RB 44 Ricky Brown™** 6:0 225 
37 ChrisRobertson* 61 213 
SE 22  RyanNunez* 5.9 185 
2 Montroll Flowers 5:9 182 
PK 13° Kris Stockton 59 195, 


iS 


Brian Hill 
Editor 

Nebraska 34, Texas 20 

Nebraska has a week off to rest 
up and heal its wounds and the 
memory of last year’s Texas win in 
Lincoln for all the inspiration neces- 
sary to get the Texas monkey off its 
back. It won't be easy in Austin, but 
the Husker offense is improving 
every week, and the defense has 
been consistently outstanding. 


Mike Babcock 
Contributing Editor 
Nebraska 28, Texas 10 

That Texas is playing at home 
probably will keep the score 
respectable, Kansas State's defense 
exploited the Longhorns’ inexperi- 
enced offensive line, and the 
Blackshirts are likely to do more of 
the same. It could be a long game 
for Major Applewhite. But don't 
look for the Cornhuskers to score a 
lot. 


Bob Schaller 
Contributing Writer 
Nebraska 31, Texas 20 

The Huskers have too much on 
the line to have a letdown. Texas 
will make a strong bid to defend its 
home turf. But beating Nebraska 
twice in a row is a lot to ask of any- 
one. Three times in a row? Not this 
year, not against this team. 
Nebraska is finally reaching high 
gear after quarterback-gate and the 
swinging gate that hit DeAngelo 
Evans on the fanny on his way out. 
Now, this team is ready for 
Longhorn — it's what's for dinner. 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island Independent 
Sports Editor 
Nebraska 31, Texas 24 

The Longhorns are a team that 
has seemed to have Nebraska's 
number since Big 12 Conference 
play began. The 1996 title game 
may be ancient history to the play- 
ers on this year's teams, but the 
memory of last season's Texas win 
at Lincoln is still fresh in NU's 
mind. The Huskers will be more 
than happy to return the favor. 


TOP TARGETS 


Applewhite has a pair of talented 
receivers in junior flanker Kwame Cavil 
and senior split end Ryan Nunez 

Cavil leads the Big 12 and is among 
the national leaders with 50 receptions 
for 669 yards and four touchdowns. 
Nunez has caught 38 passes for 396 
yards and three scores. 


Junior running back Hodges 
Mitchell, who spent the previous two 
years serving as Ricky Williams’ backup 
prior to claiming the starting job this 
season, had a Williams-like game with 
30 carries for 204 yards against 
Oklahoma. 

Mitchell, who rushed for 306 yards 
and four touchdowns in his first 24 
games at Texas, has now rushed for 568 
yards and four touchdowns in his last 
four games. 


SLOW START 


When Antwone Savage caught a 44- 
yard touchdown pass on the second 
play of the game, Oklahoma became the 
first team to score a touchdown on 
Texas on the opening possession in 15 
games. 

Oklahoma's 17 points in the first 


quarter were also the most allowed by 
Texas in the opening quarter since 
UCLA scored 21 in the second game of 
the 1998 season. 


COACHING MILESTONE 


The win over Oklahoma was 
Brown’s 100th career victory. Brown 
(100-79-1) became the 158th college 
coach to reach that milestone. 

Texas, which finished 4-7 in John 
Mackovic’s final year (1997), is now 14- 
5 under Brown. 


RECENT SUCCESS 


Nebraska fans are probably tired of 
losing to Texas, but the series is actually 
all even at 3-3. 

The Longhorns, however, have won 
the last two meetings in painful fashion. 
Texas knocked off the third-rated 
Cornhuskers 37-27 in the first Big 12 
Championship game in 1996, ending 
Nebraska’s bid for a third straight 
national championship. Last year in 
Lincoln, the Longhorns defeated the 
seventh-rated Huskers 20-16 to end a 
47-game home-field winning streak, 

Nebraska last defeated Texas (19-3) 
in the Jan. 1, 1974 Cotton Bowl. That 
was Tom Osborne's first bowl game as 
NU‘s head coach. il 


—- 
Legacy of Champions Long 
Sleeve T-Shirt 
100% Cotton 
S-M-L-XL-2XL 
White. 


$22.95 


NEBRASKA 


BGDKSIORE 


1300 Q Street * Lincoln, NE 68508 


“The Original BIG RED Collection” 


Call to receive 
your Fall 1999 


Big Red 
Collection 


Catalog Today! 
800-627-0047 
-or- 
visit our web store at 
www.nebraskabookstore.com 
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Nebraska rushes for 
season-high 439 yards, 
slows lowa State ground 
game in 49-14 romp 


Story by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


hen I-back Dahrran Diedrick left the field after a 2-yard 
gain in the final minute of Nebraska's 49-14 victory 
against Iowa State, he was congratulated by his team- 
mates. 

They thought he had reached 100 yards rushing. 

As it turned out, he was 1 yard short. 

For all he knew, he had run for 100 yards because “once you're in 
there, you don’t know how many yards you have,” said the redshirted 
freshman from Scarborough, Ontario, Canada. 

That he came up short was no disappointment, however. 

“I’m just glad I got in the game,” he said. “I’m glad I got as many 
carries as I did.” 

In five previous games, he had carried 15 times. Against Iowa State, 
in about a quarter and a half, he got 16 carries, which were more than 
anyone else on either team. 

Afterward, he was all smiles. “It’s a lot of fun,” he said. 

That pretty much characterized Nebraska’s sixth victory. The 
Cornhusker offense looked like its old self, rushing for 439 of its 524 
total yards and scoring enough points by late in the third quarter that 
Coach Frank Solich was comfortable turning the game over to the 
reserves. 

Solich used 103 players, and several, including Diedrick and quar- 
terback Joe Chrisman, a redshirted freshman walkon from Longmont, 
Colo., saw considerable action. 


Rush end Aaron Wills (81) makes the stop on lowa State's Darren Davis, 
who was limited to 40 yards in the first three quarters. 
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NI 


late in the first quarter. 


Jeff Perino, Eric Crouch’s backup, 
had a bruised quadriceps. 

Typically, Diedrick watches from 
the sideline, helmet in hand. During 
Saturday's game, however, he put his 
helmet on early in the third quarter, 
just so he'd be ready when the call 
came. 

By the time the score reached 42-0, 
he was anxious to hear his name. 

“T didn’t get nervous,” he said. “I 
just wanted to get in.” 

Such opportunities have been com- 
monplace in previous seasons. But it’s 
only been recently that Nebraska’s 
offense has shown signs of being able 
to push around the opposition and 
give the lower-unit players more than 
a snap or two in mop-up duty in the 
closing seconds. 

Surprisingly, that’s what happened 
against Iowa State, which came to 
Memorial Stadium ranked fifth in the 
nation in total defense and sixth in 
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rushing defense. Statistically, at least, 
it appeared the Cyclones might pro- 
vide Nebraska’s offense with a stiff 
test. In reality, however, they could 
not. 

The Cornhuskers last rushed for 
400 yards in the Kansas game a year 
ago — which, for what it’s worth, also 
was Homecoming at Nebraska. And 
they had two 100-yard rushers in a 
game for the first time since Ahman 
Green and Scott Frost reached that 
total in the 1997 overtime victory at 
Missouri. 

Dan Alexander and Correll 
Buckhalter each rushed for more than 
100 yards and scored a touchdown. 
Alexander led the way with 135 yards. 
Buckhalter had 127. 

Had Diedrick gained 1 more yard, 
the Cornhuskers would have had 
three 100-yard rushers in one game for 
only the second time in school history. 
I-back Ken Clark (122), quarterback 


Nebraska split end Matt Davison puils away from ISU cornerback Atif Austin to score on a 47-yard pass play from Eric Crouch 


Steve Taylor (116) and I-back Terry 
Rodgers (113) did it in a 47-16 victory 
against Arizona State in 1988. 

“Apparently we overpowered them 
up-front,” Solich said, explaining 
Nebraska’s rushing success. “We 
thought we'd be able to move the ball 
on the ground. But you just never 
know.” 

The Cornhuskers ran fewer options 
than usual, according to Crouch, who 
rushed for 58 yards and a touchdown 
and completed 5-of-10 passes for 85 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“We tried to power the ball at 
them,” he said. 

That approach was fine by the 
offensive line. “We love power foot- 
ball,” said sophomore center Dominic 
Raiola. “The first couple of plays, we 
felt they weren’t that good, and we 
took it too them. I think it’s just a mat- 
ter of confidence, not having any 
respect for the defense. 


“We were knocking them down 
every play, getting after them.” 

Nebraska's defense also got after 
the Cyclones, who were leading the 
nation in rushing, and senior tailback 
Darren Davis, the nation’s rushing 
leader with a 176.75 yards-per-game 
average. 

Davis finished with 107 yards rush- 
ing and two touchdowns. 

But he had only 40 yards on 15 car- 
ries through three quarters, before the 
Cornhuskers began substituting. By 
then “our job was completed,” defen- 
sive tackle Loran Kaiser said. 

Even so, the 5-foot-8, 190-pound 
Davis earned the respect of Solich. 

“T give that young man all the credit 
in the world,” he said. 

Nebraska’s defense also was its 
usual offensive self, accounting for two 
touchdowns and setting up two others 
with a partially blocked punt by Keyuo 
Craver and a fumble recovery by Joe 
Walker. 

Craver’s block was 
Cornhuskers’ fourth of the season, 

The third occurred on Iowa State's 
second possession. On fourth-and-11 
from the Cyclone 8-yard line, Randy 
Stella broke through for the block, and 
Ralph Brown recovered in the end 
zone. 

Redshirted freshman rush end 
Demoine Adams scored the second 
defensive touchdown by picking up a 
fumble forced by the ubiquitous 
Walker and returning it 37 yards. 

Walker set up Nebraska’s fi 
touchdown by forcing and recoveri 
a fumble at his own 38-yard line, after 
an Iowa State drive that had reached 
the 19 on the game’s first series. “Joe’s 
a big-play guy,” Cornhusker rover 
Mike Brown said. “We were kind of 
struggling at the time. 

“That really got us going, got us 
emotionally pumped up.” 

Such fast starts compliments of the 
defense and special teams have 
become commonplace in recent weeks. 
Against Oklahoma State a fumble 
recovery and a blocked punt produced 
a quick 14-0 lead. And the week before 
against Missouri, a pair of bad punt 
snaps contributed to a 9-0 start. 

“That’s been a big plus,” Solich 
said. “Big plays are what build 
momentum.” 

lowa State was able to move the 
ball well on the first series, before the 
Blackshirts adjusted. “When teams 
execute, they’re going, to be able to 
move the ball,” said Mike Brown. 

Once the adjustments were made, 
however, the Cyclones found moving 
difficult until late in the game, when 
“they kind of disrespected us, (by) 
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Notes And Quotes From The lowa State Game 


DOUBLE DUTY 

Junior Dan Alexander had his most productive game as a Cornhusker, rush- 

ing for 135 yards and one touchdown on only 10 carries in the 49-14 victory. His 
previous high was 110 yards, and three touchdowns, against lowa State last sea- 
son — which also was his first start. 
He saw action at fullback as well as at |-back against the Cyclones in this year's 
game. He began taking snaps at both positions in practice, in part because 
starter Willie Miller has been slowed by an ankle sprain and in part “because | 
think he’s got great fullback potential,” said Solich. 

“Right now, Willie (Miller) is playing very well, but he’s also been a guy 
who's been banged up a little bit the last couple of weeks. So it makes sense in 
that regard, to get more depth at the fullback spot. There is no question that Dan 
Alexander will block you as well as anybody will block you around the country 
from the running back spot, regardless of whether you're talking |-back or full- 
back.” 

Miller didn’t play against lowa State because of the injury. Sophomore 
walkon Tyrone Uhlir did. And Alexander lined up at fullback for the first time 
with 2:43 remaining in the first quarter. 

On his first play, he led Correll Buckhalter on a 16-yard gain. 

And on his second, he was the lead blocker on a 14-yard gain. 

Alexander was recruited as a fullback but was immediately moved to I-back. 

Redshirted freshmen Dahrran Diedrick has worked his way into the picture at 
|-back, and DeAntae Grixby also could be a factor there, coming off a knee injury 
suffered early in spring practice. 

Grixby is not yet full-speed, however. 

Alexander's playing both positions also will be helpful with travel-roster 
restrictions. “This just gives us really an ideal scenario in terms of being able to 
use Dan as an I-back and as a fullback,” Solich said. "Any time you have a guy 
who knows two positions it probably adds to your football team.” 

Alexander doesn’t mind the added responsibility. 

“It doesn’t bother me at all," he said, “| just want to come out and help the team, 
no matter what that role. Whatever they're going to ask me to do, that’s what I'm 
willing to do.” 

Alexander and Miller are roommates, which helps the situation. 

“Now that I'm starting to work a little more at fullback, having him there and 
having him available to ask questions of is really a big plus for me,” said 
Alexander, 


BITS & PIECES 

— lowa State went into the game ranked fifth in the nation in total defense, 
allowing an average of 215.3 yards per game. Nebraska gained 258 yards in the 
first half. The Cyclones also were sixth nationally in rushing defense allowing 
121.5 yards on the ground. Nebraska rushed for 206 yards in the first 30 minutes, 
capped by Alexander's 44-yard run on the final play of the half. 

Alexander then ran 54 yards on the first play of the second half. 

— lowa State had not allowed a touchdown pass going into the game. But 
that streak quickly ended, with Eric Crouch and Matt Davison teaming on a 47- 
yarder near the end of the first quarter. 

“That pass kind of opened up our running game,” Crouch said. 

—lowa State Coach Dan McCarney was hoping for a good start. “We've been 
a quick-starting football team, and it’s going to be imperative that we do that this 
week,” he said. 

Nebraska led at the end of the first quarter 21-0. So much for the Cyclones’ 
good start. 

— More McCarney: “In my playing career and coaching career, | believe that 
Lincoln, Neb., is the toughest environment in college football for a team to go in 
and try and have success.” 

In his three visits to Lincoln as lowa State’s head coach, the score is a com- 
bined 199-42. The Cornhuskers have won 72 of their last 75 games at Memorial 
Stadium, over 11 seasons. 

— And even more McCarney: “Obviously Nebraska is an outstanding football 
team. | think they are a national championship caliber football team. They have it 
all. They have size. They have strength. They have depth. They have play-mak- 
ers, a lot of speed and an extremely physical defense. 

“| just thought they outclassed us, especially in the first half.” 

— lowa State offensive lineman Bill Marsau: “| thought that the two 
(Nebraska) defensive tackles excelled really well. They knocked us into the back- 
field a little bit and got some penetration right in the middle, which made it hard 
for us to get a running game going. 

“If you can’t run the ball, you don't have much of a chance.” i 
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Defensive tackle Jason Lohr flattens lowa State quarterback Sage Rosenfels for one of three sacks by the Nebraska defense. 


keeping their starters in,” Mike Brown Died has made 


marked “I've just wanted a chance to get in 


said improvement this season, which con- 
Diedrick was among those who _ tributed to Solich’s decision to have 2 his success against Iowa 
were happy that Solich didn’t keep the Alexander begin taking some snaps at State, however, he won’t become 


Cornhusker fullback as well as I-back. 


impatient about being third-strir 1 


“E : Za go ina I’ve always felt pretty comfort- know my role,” he said. Besides, 


any tim ; able,” said Diedrick 


While you're in town, Visit 


Austin's national champion Interior Mexican restaurant. 
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have a lot of time left.” 


F ind OUt iv yourself why 
Fonda San Miguel has been called the best 
Mexican restaurant in the country. 

Fonda San Miguel has presented its classic 
coastal and interior Mexican cuisine at The 
James Beard House in New York City and 
the Mexican Embassy in Washington, D.C. 
We're also presenting dinner tonight and our 
famous Hacienda Buffet tomorrow--so make 
ita point to stop by. 


Oe FONdA SAN MIGUEL 


SS 9550 West North Loop Blvd. @ Hancock Dr. 
(about ten minutes north of Memorial Stadium) 
Reservations suggested. 


(512) 459-4121 


Open Monday-Saturday, 5:30-closing 
Sunday Hacienda Buffet, 1:00-2:00. Entirely non-smoking. 
Tom Gilliland, Founder, Graduate, UNL, 1959/60 
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Texans Happy 
They Chose NU 


Nebraska continues to 
find success recruiting 
in Lone Star State 


By Mike Babcock 


“Can't Shake the Sands of Texas From My 
Shoes” 
(Gene Autry song title) 


nce a Texan, always a Texan. 

There's no getting around it. 

“I’ve still got that Texas men- 
tality, and it will probably always be 
there,” Julius Jackson said recently. “I 
have love for Nebraska. You come 
here because you like it. And I defi- 
nitely like Nebraska. 

“But eventually I’ll be back in 
Texas. My loyalty is a Cornhusker. But 
my heart's a Texan.” 

The senior weakside linebacker is 
among six Texans on the Nebraska 
football team this season. He’s from 
Gainesville, a community of 15,000 
located on Interstate 35 near the 
Oklahoma border. 

Despite the proximity to Oklahoma, 
however, there is no divided alle- 
giance, at least not for Jackson, who 
was born and raised in Gainesville. 
“Texas is Texas. Oklahoma is 
Oklahoma,” he said. 

“T don’t like Oklahoma. It was 
always the Texas-Oklahoma rivalry 
growing up. It’s one of those things 
you grew up with. You grew up not 
liking Oklahoma. And it’s something 
that stuck with me. 

“T hate Oklahoma. There was no 
way I was going to Oklahoma.” 

State pride wasn’t sufficient to keep 
Jackson in Texas to play college foot- 
ball, however. Almost from the time 
he began receiving recruiting letters 
from Nebraska, during his junior year 
in high school, he favored the 
Cornhuskers over the numerous major 
college programs in Texas. 

He considered a few Texas schools, 
including Texas A&M, Texas Christian 
and Baylor, and he made some in-state 
recruiting visits during his senior year 
in high school. But “I went on trips 
just to have something to do on the 
weekends,” he said. “My mind was 
made up early.” 
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He had nothing against Gainesville, 
or his home state for that matter. “It’s 
a good place, a real good place, but I 
wanted to get out,” he said. 
“Everybody was going to Texas. 

“I was like, I don’t want to. I’ve 
been here. I want to see what else is 
out there.” 

Justin Smith came to Nebraska for 
different reasons. Smith is from 
Sherman, Texas, and “I’m a sixth gen- 
eration Texan, born and bred,” said 
the redshirted freshman rush end. 

He was born in Gainesville, but his 
family moved to Sherman — which is 
on Highway 75, just to the east of 
Gainesville — after the fifth grade. “I 
really call both of them my home,” he 
said. 

Smith didn’t have Jackson’s burn- 
ing desire to get out of Texas. He con- 
sidered the University of Texas, which 
“I thought would be a good school 
because I had some players from my 
high school who went there,” he said. 
And he considered Texas A&M, 
because “family” had gone there. 

“So I got more of A&M shoved on 
me than Texas,” said Smith. “But I 
was never a big fan either way. I just 
kind of watched it all and never had 
any bias toward a particular school.” 

While he was in high school, “I 
never really watched college ball 
much,” he said. 

Smith was among three Texans in 
Nebraska's 1998 scholarship recruiting 
class. The others were left cornerback 
Keyuo Craver, from Harleton, and 
rover Mike Demps, from Fort Worth. 

Demps is sidelined by a knee 
injury. Craver is starting, after playing 
as a true freshman. 

The Cornhuskers’ other Texans 
also are defensive backs, starting free 
safety Clint Finley and rover and kick 
returner Joe Walker, who has recently 
returned to action following knee 
surgery. 

Finley, who's from Cuero, and 
Walker, who's from Arlington, are 
juniors. 

Nebraska would have had another 
Texan, but Carl Crawford, a quarter- 
back from Houston in the 1999 schol- 
arship recruiting class, opted to play 
baseball in the Tampa Bay Devil Rays 
organization. 

He was the first player selected in 


rt freshman rush end Justin 
Smith is one of six Texans on the 
Nebraska football team. (Related story 
on Page 22) 


the second round of the major league 
draft. 

The Cornhuskers have continued to 
be successful recruiting Texas high 
schools, following the creation of the 
Big 12, which, of course, includes 
Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech and 
Baylor. 

Naturally, there’s pressure on the 
state’s top players to stay at home. 
“There was a lot of pressure, just from 
friends and a little bit from the coach- 
es,” Smith said. “People wanted me to 
stay in Texas.” 

The University of Texas took that 
even further. 

“They said, well, if you don’t want 
to go here, you need to go somewhere 
else in Texas,” he said. “They pressure 
you to stay in state, whether Texas, 
A&M or some of those other big 
schools.” 

Despite their in-state allegiances, 
Smith’s friends considered Nebraska's 
recruiting interest “a neat thing,” he 
said. “They knew Nebraska football 
was always on top, always contending 
for the national championship. They 
thought it was really neat, and they 
were real proud for me.” 

As for him, “once I started getting 
recruited by Nebraska, that kind of 
out-shadowed Texas by a longshot,” 
said Smith. “I wanted to go to a top, 
premier school like Nebraska. 

“The tradition at Nebraska, I think, 
outweighs Texas by far.” 

Jackson’s recruitment by Nebraska 


drew a similar response from his high 
school friends and teammates. “Texas 
was a big deal,” he said. “There were 
a lot of people who were Texas fans, 
A&M fans, Baylor fans. So we had a 
good diversity of people who had 
their certain schools they preferred. 

“Tt seemed as though I was the 
only one rooting for anybody outside 
of the state, like Nebraska, and when I 
got around my friends, we always 
talked about how Nebraska would 
beat their teams. 

"To this day we still give each 
other a mess about it.” 

Such exchanges are always good- 
natured, however. There has been no 
animosity. 

“Everybody knew I made good 
decisions,” said Jackson. “They were 
just happy I was getting out of 
Gainesville, going somewhere, doing 
something with my life. So they were 
very supportive of me.” 

Smith’s friends also rallied around 
his decision to become a Cornhusker. 

“They were just happy to see some- 
body be successful,” he said. “I think 
probably more like maybe the older 
people, I guess, in the community 
would like to see me stay (in state). 
But there have been other players who 
have gone out of state before from my 
high school. So it’s not real unusual.” 

Nebraska didn’t begin recruiting 
heavily in Texas until the mid-1970s. 
Coach Tom Osborne’s 1974 recruiting 
class included four Texans who 
earned letters: Tom Sorley (Big 
Spring), Kelvin Clark (Odessa), Rick 
Berns (Wichita Falls) and Keith Bishop 


(Midland), who transferred to Baylor. 

Nearly 50 Texans have lettered for 
the Cornhuskers since then, and sever- 
al have earned All-America honors, 
among them outside linebacker 
Broderick Thomas (Houston), center 
Jake Young (Midland) and center- 
guard Aaron Taylor (Wichita Falls), all 
two-time All-Americans. 

Nebraska’s initial appeal to Jackson 
was tenuous at best. But he grew to 
like it. 

“I was interested because it was 
somewhere else,” he said. “A lot of it 
had to do with the curiosity of it, just 
getting out of Texas, seeing what else 
was out there. It was just a gradual 
thing. 

“The more I stay here, the more I 
realize this is a pretty good choice for 
me.” 

As with nearly every young athlete, 
he had second thoughts early on, par- 
ticularly “once that winter comes 
along,” Jackson said. “That's the one 
thing that a lot of us out-of-staters say 
is, when that winter comes around, 
you always think: ‘Why did I come to 
Nebraska?’ “ 

Winter weather in north Texas is 
hardly balmy. But “it’s nothing com- 
pared to Nebraska,” he said. “There is 
nothing compared to Nebraska's 
weather. The winters around here are 
just pathetic. 


All-Americans from Texas 
(Osborne-Solich era) 


Aaron Taylor, guard-center (Wichita Falls) 1996-97 
Aaron Graham, center (Denton) 1995 

Travis Hill, outside linebacker (Pearland) 1982 
Kenny Walker, defensive tackle (Crane) 1990 
Doug Glaser, offensive tackle (Balch Springs) 1989 
Jake Young, center (Midland) 1988-89 

Broderick Thomas, linebacker (Houston) 1987-88 
Junior Miller, tight end (Midland) 1979 

Kelvin Clark, offensive tackle (Odessa) 1978 


“You don’t get settled into this stuff. 
You come to grips with it.” 

This week’s game at Texas and the 
one two weeks from now against Texas 
A&M are extremely important to 
Jackson, of course. “They mean a 
whole lot to me,” he said. 

“That’s where you're from. You've 
got to prove that the school you came 
to is a better school. And I chose 
Nebraska because I feel Nebraska is 
better than Texas and Texas A&M.” 

Still, he hasn’t shed the Texas mind- 
set. 

What is that? “Kind of being the 
head dog of things, always being the 
best at everything,” said Jackson. 
“That's pretty much how the Texas 
mentality is. It’s the Lone Star State. It’s 
Texas. 

“It’s where everybody wants to be, 
to visit or live or whatever.” 

But it’s not necessarily where every- 
body wants to play college football. ll 


76,000 Husker fans stare 
at our paint every Saturday. 


sy 


4 


oxrmAnes 


RUSHING 
PASSING 
TOTAL - 


DIAMOND. Proud Sponsor and Supplier of paint 


Pa. CeCe 
ss 


‘Omaha, Lincoln, Grand Island, Bellevue, Kearney, Norfolk, Hastings, 


Fremont, Columbus, McCook, Scottsbluff and North Plate. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 21 


Meet Justin Smith 


Nebraska rush end 
considered Missouri 


ustin Smith met Justin Smith on 
J: unofficial recruiting visit to 
Missouri. 

“He's a really nice guy, and a good 
football player,” Nebraska rush end 
Justin Smith said. 

Confused? This isn’t about split 
personalities. Keep reading. 

The Cornhuskers’ Justin Smith vis- 
ited Missouri during his senior year at 
Sherman, Texas, High School. He went 
to Columbia on a “bluechip academic 
holiday” and looked at the football 
program as well. 

His Tiger Hostess was Sarah Smith. 

“What's your name?” she asked. 

“Justin Smith,” he said. 

“My brother's name is Justin 
Smith,” she said. “He’s coming up 
here today, too.” 

Her brother also was an excellent 
student and was coming up from 
Springfield, Mo., where he was an all- 
state defensive end and tight end, the 


same positions Nebraska’s Justin 
Smith played. 

“That was the ploy with their 
recruiting, two Justin Smiths,” said 
Nebraska’s Justin Smith. 

He seriously considered Missouri 
before settling on Nebraska. 

“I had family who went to 
Missouri, so I was just going to give 
them a look because there’s still family 
up there,” he said. Plus, “I really liked 
their (defensive ends) position coach.” 

The late Curtis Jones, father of for- 
mer Tiger quarterback Corby Jones, 
coached the defensive ends at the 
time. “He recruited me, and I really 
respected him,” Nebraska's Justin 
Smith said. 

The two Justin Smiths in Missouri 
black and gold never became a reality, 
however. 

“After | found out one of my 
archrivals was going to Missouri, that 
kind of voided them out,” Smith said 
referring to Antoine Duncan, a corner- 
back from Denison, Texas. 

Smith’s Sherman High and 
Duncan’s Denison High are located 
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just a few miles apart in north Texas, 
and they have a football rivalry that 
began more than 80 years ago. 

“| think it’s one of the oldest rival- 
ries in Texas,” said Smith. 

“You can even get people standing 
outside the fences, watching up in 
trees, on top of buildings and stuff. It 
was awesome playing in that game.” 

The rivalry notwithstanding, 
Duncan's decision to accept a scholar- 
ship from Missouri wasn’t really the 
reason Smith did not, “I’m just kind of 
playing around with that,” he said 
with a smile. 

“There were a lot of factors. I kind 
of wanted to be out on my own, 
because I was the first person to come 
to Nebraska from my high school. I 
just wanted to step out.” 

Even though he knew little about 
the Cornhuskers before they began 
recruiting him, he quickly learned a lot 
after they did. His mom worked as an 
RN in the office of Dr. Scott Dahlbeck, 
a Nebraska alum. 

“He filled me in about the Big Red 
and all that,” Smith said. 

“When I told him that Tom 
Osborne was coming to my house, he 
just went crazy. He was like, man, you 
just don’t understand. Nebraska's 
Blackshirt defense . . . that’s a big 
honor. He was just plugging me in 
about how great it was. And that real- 
ly got me pumped.” 

Even though he had announced his 
retirement, Osborne continued to help 
in recruiting following the 1997 sea- 
son, and he visited Smith, along with 
Coach Frank Solich. “When Coach 
Osborne and Coach Solich come to 
your house, that makes a big impres- 
sion,” said Smith. 

Quarterbacks coach Turner Gill also 
visited, one Texan to another. Gill 
came to Nebraska from Fort Worth 
and served as an assistant at North 
Texas and SMU before returning to 
coach. 

Smith’s decision to become a 
Cornhusker wasn’t all that difficult. 

“| knew there were so many people 
from out of state, California, Florida 
and all, who come here and succeed,” 
he said. “So I was just, well, they can 
do it, and I’m closer than they are.” 

In retrospect, there was probably 
not much chance that Missouri would 
have two defensive ends named Justin 
Smith. But they had met before 
Nebraska's victory in Columbia. il 


Longhorns just like 
any other opponent 
for ex-UT aide Barnes 
By Bob Schaller 
voice? Well, not really. Does 
he sounds excited about the mere 
mention of the Longhorns? Not hard- 
ly. Does he get that “look” in his eyes 
when the subject is broached? Um, 
that would be a reach — hyperbole at 
best, and extreme exaggeration at the 
least. 

But he does offer this response. 

“I’m excited about whoever we 
play that week,” Barnes said. “So dur- 
ing the week leading up to Texas, I'm 
thinking about Texas. So, I guess, to 
answer your question, I am looking 
forward to coaching against Texas. But 
only when they are our next game.” 

There you have it. No, it’s not 
exactly bulletin-board material. It is, in 
fact, coach-speak to the highest degree. 
But it’s also the truth. 

Barnes coached at the University of 
Texas through the 1996 season, presid- 
ing over the Longhorn defensive line 
during the upset of Nebraska in the 
1996 inaugural Big 12 Championship 
Game. 

So he must have the inside info — 
the key that can unlock the heart of the 
Texas defense, and open it up so the 
Huskers have a field day to extract 
some revenge after losing to Texas in 
the Big 12 game. And he can help 
Nebraska pay back that debt that 
Texas ran up when it rang up the 
Huskers — and their nation-leading 
home winning streak — last year in 
Lincoln. Right? 

“Not really,” Nebraska defensive 
coordinator Charlie McBride said. 
“Nelson having been there doesn’t 
really help at all.” 

There is a new head coach at Texas 
since Barnes left. Mack Brown took 
over prior to the 1998 season. So 
Barnes is two years and one head 
coach — and defensive scheme — 
removed from the Longhorn camp. 

Barnes might be a true Texan, how- 
ever, he played not at UT but at North 


elson Barnes is excited to play 
Texas. 


Nebraska assistant coach Nelson Barnes goes through a pregame drill with freshman 


rush end Chris Kelsay. 


Texas in the early 1980s. He coached at 
North Texas upon graduation and 
then had stops at Missouri Western, 
Western Illinois and Kansas State 
before heading to Texas and then final- 
ly to Nebraska. 

And he’s still learning the ropes of 
McBride's system. 

“Nelson is like a lot of the other 
coaches who haven’t been here for a 
long time,” McBride said. “There's 
learning process to pick up our sys 
tem. It doesn’t happen overnight. You 
bring the coaches along. There are still 
some things in terms of depth that we 
need to work on.” 

Barnes is more concerned, like 
McBride, with the week-in, week-out 
improvement. The backups at rush 
end — the position Barnes coaches — 
were burned badly against Oklahoma 
State in the second half, something 
that is inexcusable to both men. 

“We didn’t finish like we’re sup- 
posed to — like we have to,” Barnes 
said. “So we don’t look ahead to any- 
one except who is on the schedule for 
the next game. Every defense is 
designed to stop a particular offensive 
play. When that doesn’t happen and 


a 


you don’t close out, it’s time to get 
back to the hard work.” 

More important to Barnes than the 
tradition or rivalries of the schools he 
coached at or coaches for now are the 
people. 

“lve been very fortunate because 
there have been good people wherever 
I was at,” Barnes said. “I’ve been 
around quality people — players and 
coaches — at North Texas, Missouri 
Western, Kansas State, Texas and here. 
I remember a lot of those guys, and 
they are my friends for life. The people 
are what make the job enjoyable.” 

He will admit only to checking out 
boxscores or seeing how the 
Longhorns are doing that day. 

“If Texas is on the tube after we 
play that day,” Barnes said. “I'll check 
it out for a while.” 

So Nelson, you used to coach at 
Kansas State . . . how about those 
Wildcats? Is it going to be payback 
time in Lincoln come Nov. 13? 

Barnes rolls his eyes. 

“What's today?” he asks, answer- 
ing the query with a question of his 
own 

Enough said. i 
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Reynolds ‘Stands Out ( teams 
Like a Neon Light’ | rn. 


Injuries slow All-America back Sixth 
after fabulous sophomore season in 1950 in a series 


(1950-59) 


By Mike Babcock 


“... burn, burn, burn like fabulous yel- 
low roman candles exploding like spiders 
across the sky and in the middle you see 
the blue centerlight pop and everybody 
goes ‘Awww!’ ” 

(from the novel “On the Road” 
by Jack Kerouac) 


obby Reynolds visited the 
Boies locker room follow- 

ing Nebraska’s 49-35 loss 
against Coach Bud Wilkinson's top- 
ranked Sooners at Norman in late 
November of 1950. He wanted to 
shake hands with Buddy Jones, a 
diminutive defensive back with a 
knack for getting to the ball. 

Reynolds and Jones had collided 
often that afternoon and had earned 
each other's respect. Reynolds had 
earned the respect of everyone in the 
Oklahoma locker room, in fact, from 
Wilkinson on down. “We'd never seen 
anybody as exciting as Bobby,” Sooner 
halfback Billy Vessels recalled in an 
interview with Harold Keith for the 
book “Forty-Seven Straight: The 
Wilkinson Era at Oklahoma.” 

Reynolds, who rushed for 82 yards 
and scored three first-half touchdowns 
in the game, made such an impression 
on the Sooners that Vessels, who 
would win the Heisman Trophy 


Nebraska’s Bobby Reynolds (12) begins an 
81-yard touchdown romp against Colorado in 
the photo above from the Sept. 15, 1951, edi- 
tion of Collier's. Reynolds, who rushed for 
1,342 yards and scored 157 points as a sopho- 
more, was featured on the magazine cover. 


as a senior in 1952, later described Wilford White rushed for 1,502. 
him as “probably as talented a Huskers Mlustrated Reynolds earned All-America 
player as ever played the game.” Team of the Decade, 1950-59 honors. He finished fifth in voting 
If not for the injuries that ham- " for the Heisman Trophy. And he 
pered him during his final two ae Dering Eben us 98 Est was eighth in voting for the 
seasons at Nebraska, Reynolds | 7; ieee eae Penerares Associated Press national “Athlete 
might well have ranked among | Line SFY MINNIE Sb Tes2-83) of the Year” award, 
college football's all-time greats. | Line LaVerne Torezon (1954-55-56) Philadelphia Phillies pitcher 
Because in 1950, the one season in | Line Charles Toogood (1947-48-49-50) | Jim Konstanty was first, followed, 
which he was healthy, he was the | Line Don Boll (1950-51-52) in order, by Ohio State Heisman 
equal of any collegiate football | Line Charles Bryant (1953-54) Trophy winner Vic Janowicz, 
player in the country. Back John Bordogna (1951-52-53) boxer Ezzard Charles, New York 
He led the nation in scoring | Back Bobby Reynolds (1950-51-52) Yankees shortstop Phil Rizzuto, 
with 157 points, on 22 touch- | Back Bob Smith (1951-52-53-54) golfers Ben Hogan and Sam 
downs and 25 extra-points. And | Back Jerry Brown (1955-56-57) Snead, and professional basketball 
he was second in rushing with | Punter Jim Cederdah| (1951-52) player George Mikan. 
1,342 yards. Arizona State’s | Kicker Bobby Reynolds (1950-51-52) “This fellow cannot be tied 


up,” well-known New York sports- 
writer Stanley Woodward wrote of 
Reynolds prior to the 1951 season. 
“His changes of pace, lightening cuts 
and general speed and toughness com- 
bine to make him one of the greatest 
running threats of the current era.” 

Dell's Sports Album in the fall of 
1951 described Reynolds as a “terrific 
all-around operative on offense. He 
can run, pass and punt equally well, 
and while he doesn’t appear to have 
blazing speed, he’s the sort of stop- 
and-go runner who can be utterly baf- 
fling to the would-be tackler.” 

Sports Album was among several 
national publications featuring 
Reynolds on the cover. 

Collier’s and the 1951 Official 
NCAA Football Guide were others. 

“In no time at all this average-sized 
easy-going youngster became the 
nation’s top scorer,” Floyd Olds wrote 
in the 1951 Illustrated Football Annual. 
“The secret is tremendous starting 
speed, plus the most deceptive change 
of pace the Midwest has seen since 
Red Grange.” 

Reynolds was listed at 5-foot-11 
and 175 pounds as a 19-year-old 
sophomore, and he bore a faint resem- 
blance to Beaver Cleaver. He also had 
an aw-shucks attitude, claiming that 
six of his touchdowns in 1950 were the 
result of “automatics” at the line of 
scrimmage by quarterback Fran Nagle. 

That Reynolds would play for the 
Cornhuskers was almost a given. His 
father Gil had been a third-string half- 
back on Coach Fred Dawson's team in 
1923, and his mother Blenda (Olson) 
had been the captain of the senior 
girls’ basketball team at the university 
in 1925. 

Bobby was no stranger to Memorial 
Stadium either. He first played there 
as a junior at Grand Island High 
School. Because of Reynolds, interest 
in the Islanders’ game against Lincoln 
High in 1947 was such that it was 
moved from Lincoln High’s field in 
order to accommodate spectators. 

An estimated 15,000 watched 
Reynolds led his team to a 25-14 victo- 


ay 


Reynolds, who missed half of his 
sophomore season because of an 
injury, didn’t achieve his success at the 
team’s expense, however. He never 
played in a loss, basketball or football, 
in high school. 

He was definitely an electrifying 
performer. As a senior, he had seven 
plays of 50 yards or longer, including 
kickoff returns of 90 and 92 yards and 
interception returns of 72 and 100 
yards. 

All but four of his 22 touchdowns 
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(including 19 by rushing) in 
1950 came on plays of 11 
yards or longer. The average 
distance on those 18 touch- 
down plays was 28.5 yards. 

Reynolds ran onto the 
nation’s sports pages in 1950 
“with the roar of a guided 
missile,” wrote Olds. 

He scored all 20 points as 
Nebraska opened by tying 
Indiana in Lincoln. And he 
scored 14 points as the 
Cornhuskers defeated 
Minnesota at Minneapolis 32-26 in 
their second game. 

The victory was Nebraska's first at 
Minnesota since 1902 and snapped a 
10-game losing streak against the 
Golden Gophers, prompting Reynolds 


Charlie Toogood 


to shed tears of joy in the 
locker room afterward. 

“Tm not the least bit 
ashamed,” he told reporters. 

He scored all of the 
Cornhuskers’ points in the 
next two games, a 28-19 loss 
at Colorado and a 19-0 victo- 
ry against Penn State at 
Memorial Stadium. And so 
the season went. 

Teams began to focus on 
Reynolds and managed to 
slow him some, but not 
much. 

Through his efforts and those of his 
teammates, among them all-confer- 
ence selections Charlie Toogood, a 
tackle, and Bob Smith, also a halfback, 
the Cornhuskers fashioned a five- 
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game winning streak after the 
Colorado loss and moved into the 
Associated Press Top 20, climbing as 
high as No. 16. 

That's where they were when they 
went to Oklahoma to play Wilkinson’s 
unbeaten and untied Sooners, who 
would win the national championship 
— which was determined prior to 
bow! games then. 

The Sooners would lose to 
Kentucky in the Sugar Bowl, 13-7. 

The 6-2-1 record and a No. 17 final 
ranking in 1950 were reasons for opti- 
mism at Nebraska going into the 1951 
season. Because of the offensive threat 
represented by the elusive Reynolds 
“championship minded Husker fans 
are smacking their lips for the first 
time since 1940,” Olds wrote. 

The optimism quickly faded, how- 
ever. Reynolds suffered a shoulder 
separation during Coach Bill 
Glassford’s demanding preseason 
camp at Curtis, Neb., in 1951 and was 
never again healthy. 

In his final two seasons, he would 
suffer another separated shoulder and 
a severe ankle injury, as well as get- 
ting lime from the football field mark- 
ings in an eye. And then, as if what 
already had happened weren't 
enough, he suffered a broken leg play- 
ing baseball at Kansas State in April of 
1953. 

Reynolds played in only 10 football 
games total as a junior and senior and 
scored only 43 points, most of them on 
extra-point kicks. When he was able to 
play, however, he did, contributing in 
any way he could. When he returned 
from the shoulder separation in 1951, 
for example, he “became a defensive 
giant,” Lincoln sportswriter Norris 
Anderson wrote following a 
Cornhusker loss at Missouri. 

Reynolds was all over the field in 
Columbia, according to Anderson, 
“slamming Missouri (ball) carriers to 
the ground with vicious shoulder- 
against-knee tackles.” 

The previous season, Reynolds had 
scored three touchdowns in a 40-34 
victory against the Tigers at Memorial 
Stadium, including one on a 33-yard 
run that is the stuff of legend. 
Accounts of the game indicate he ran 
more than 100 yards, reversing his 
field, on the way to the end zone. 

“It was an outstanding run,” 
Anderson wrote. 

“The kid stands out like a neon 
light.” 

Reynolds’ records all have long 
since been broken. But the bright neon 
light of his extraordinary sophomore 
season continues to shine through the 
decades. 
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“It Was a Big Deal’ 


25 YEARS 


of Women’s Athletics 


In celebration of 25 years of women's 


Ex-Husker sprinter didn’t 
think much about going 
to any other school 


indy (Tatum) Kostek had to 
C= just a little as she watched 

“Zap” lead the Nebraska foot- 
ball team to a decisive victory against 
Tennessee in the 1998 Orange Bowl 
game. 

“Zap" was Comhusker quarterback 
Scott Frost to members of the Husker 
women’s track and field teams in the 
late 1970s. And “Zip” was Scott's older 
brother, Steve. 

“Zip” and “Zap” were regulars at 
women’s track practices and meets. 

They often got on the track and ran 
timed 40-yard dashes, in fact. 

Oh yes, the coach was Carol Frost, 
their mother, and “really an amazing 
woman,” said Kostek, who is a 
teacher, counselor and coach at 
Lincoln’s Parkview Christian. 

Frost, an Olympic discus thrower in 
1968 and the Huskers’ coach from 1977 
to 1980, was a “real role model for us 
on how to have a career and yet still be 
a mom,” Kostek said. 

Frost made coaching a family affair. 
Her husband Larry, a former Nebraska 
football player, helped coach the team 
on a volunteer basis. And Steve and 
Scott went along to meets. 

“Carol would have sacks of oranges 
and granola bars for us (at meets), and 
the kids would get in the sacks and eat 
all of our snacks,” said Kostek. “There 
they were, ‘Zip’ and ‘Zap,’ ” 

Being on the team back then was 
something of a family affair, according 
to Kostek, who was a sprinter and ran 
on relays. And nearly everyone on the 


athletics at Nebraska, Huskers 
Illustrated is featuring stories with 
Husker women student-athletes from 
the late 1970s and 1980s, remember- 
ing the way things were and dis- 
cussing how things have changed. 


team was from Nebraska. 

Kostek came from North Platte and 
really didn’t think much about going 
to any other school, although there 
were opportunities, among them 
Colorado College. The school in 
Greeley, Colo., recruited her to com- 
pete in track and volleyball. But she 
was inclined to attend Nebraska. 

She and two teammates on the 
Nebraska Track Club, Nancy (Kindig) 
Malone and Sondra (Obermeier) 
Herold, “talked about all of us coming 
here together,” Kostek said. 

Malone was from Hastings and 
Herold was from Aurora. 

They all settled on Nebraska “fairly 
early,” said Kostek. So when Bob 
Devaney, the Cornhusker athletic 
director at the time, called the Tatum 
home, he didn’t have to do much per- 
suading. 

Her father answered the phone, 
then put his hand over the receiver to 
call his daughter. 

“It's Bob Devaney,” he almost 
shouted. 

“Tt was a big deal,” Kostek said. 

She came to Nebraska intending to 
play volleyball as well as run track. 
Pat Sullivan, the Huskers’ first volley- 
ball coach, had talked to her about 
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walking on. But when she tried out for 
the team, Terry Pettit had succeeded 
Sullivan and wanted athletes focused 
on volleyball. 

“T made all the cuts, but when 
Terry found out I was on a track schol- 
arship, we decided it would be best if I 
stuck with track,” said Kostek. “I was 
really disappointing at first. 

“Volleyball is a more fun sport than 
track. But I’m still only 5-2 3/4. Terry 
came out to one of our track meets and 
told me: ‘It looks like you made a good 
decision.’ I really respect Terry.” 

Kostek is the volleyball coach at 
Parkview Christian. 

Besides giving up volleyball, 
Kostek had to adjust to not being the 
track team’s top sprinter with the 
recruitment of Merlene Ottey, proba- 
bly the most celebrated women’s ath- 
ete in school history. 

The arrival of Ottey from Hanover, 
Jamaica, in 1979 “for me, personally, 
was a huge growing point in my life 
because I had always been the top 
dog,” Kostek said. “But it was cool to 
be on relays and stuff with her. And I 
probably got to do more here than I 
would have otherwise.” 

Kostek’s career ended prematurely 
because of a fractured navicular bone. 

“Tt was disappointing to get that far 
into it,” she said. 

But she was involved in the 
Nebraska women’s first national 
championship, serving as an assistant 
for the 1982 team, which won the 
AIAW title at Cedar Falls, lowa. 

She continues to be a part of the 
Cornhusker track and field family. Her 
husband, Mark, is Nebraska’s track 
and field coordinator as well as the 
javelin and multi-event coach. 

She and their four children have 
occasionally gone along with the team 
to meets. “We're fortunate enough that 
(Coach Gary) Pepin has allowed us to 
go,” she said. 

Her freshman year at Nebraska, she 
was a member of the 4x400 relay, 
which qualified for the AIAW national 
championships at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville. 

She remembers riding in a van dri- 
ven by Carol Frost, with Larry Frost 
and the boys, “Zip” and “Zap,”going 
along ina pickup truck with a camper 
on the back. 

“We didn’t travel like they do 
now,” said Kostek. 

“But we were just excited to be able 
to go.” 
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Sweet 


‘They all want 
to beat 
Nebraska here’ 


By Todd Henrichs 


he Nebraska Coliseum isn’t the 
cozy place it used to be for the 
Husker volleyball team. 

Over the past six seasons, winning 
has become virtually automatic for 
NU on its fabled home court. The 
Huskers lost but twice in the stretch 
spanning 98 matches, but this season 
visiting teams are winning in Lincoln 
at a record pace. 

Pacific raised some eyebrows by 
beating Nebraska in the season opener 
to end the Huskers’ 65-match 
Coliseum winning streak. But it wasn’t 
shocking since the Tigers returned all 
six starters from last season and at 
midseason still held the No. 1 ranking 
in the USA Today/AVCA coaches’ 
poll. 5 

When preseason No. 1 Penn State 
followed Pacific’s win by beating the 
Huskers a night later, the same could 
be said. Nebraska hadn’t lost two 
straight at home since 1980 and never 
before went two matches to open a 
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the refurbished Coliseum. 


season without a win — home or 
away. But the Nittany Lions returned 
three starters from last year’s team that 
reached the NCAA championship 
match. 

However when Kansas State 
became the first team to ever win a 
regular-season conference match 
against NU in the Coliseum, the world 
of collegiate volleyball nearly spun o 
its axis. The Wildcats, winless in all 59 
previous meetings with Nebraska, sur- 
vived two match points in Game 3 and 
two more in Game 5 and shocked the 
Huskers 9-15, 14-16, 18-16, 15-7, 17-15 
in the conference opener for both 
teams. 

“When other teams come in here, 
that’s what they want to do,” 
Nebraska senior Mandy Monson said, 
her shock displayed by an emotionless 
stare. “They all want to beat Nebraska 
here.” 

Since the former Big Eight 
Conference first began keeping regu- 
lar-season standings in 1983, Nebraska 
was 101-0 in Big Eight and later Big 12 
play on its regular home court. 
Colorado defeated Nebraska in a con- 
ference match in 1997, but that loss 
came at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center, and when Texas beat the 
Huskers at home in 1986, the 
Longhorns were members of the 
Southwest Conference. 

The last — and only — former Big 
Eight school to win in the Coliseum 
was Missouri, which beat NU playing 


Losses have been rare for the Nebraska volleyball team at its home in 


in the Husker Invitational on Oct. 15, 
1977. Since the program started in 
1975, Nebraska has lost more than 
three matches in the Coliseum only 
once in a season and never in the mod- 
ern era, where all matches are best-of- 
five games. 

The 2-hour, 42-minute match with 
Kansas State boiled down to a slugfest 
between the Wildcats’ Dawn Cady 
and the Huskers’ Nancy Meendering. 
Both set school records for kills — 
Meendering with 39 and Cady with 
37. 

Meendering’s 39 kills broke the NU 
record of 38 set by Enid Schonewise in 
1986. She added career highs of 21 
digs and 13 blocks, turning in a rare 
triple-double effort. 

But Cady had the last word, cap- 
ping her almost-perfect performance 
in Game 5 by drilling a shot off the 
head of NU blocker Katie Jahnke and 
into the antenna on K-State’s first-and- 
only attempt at match point. The 
game-winner set off an on-court cele- 
bration among the Wildcats and a 
hearty group of visiting K-State fai 
and earned the senior national player- 
of-the-week awards. 

For Meendering, the loss rendered 
her record-setting performance 
“meaningless.” She figures there was 
something more she could have done 
to help her team win. 

all that is important,” said 
ng, whose best performances 
in terms of kills have come in 


Nebraska losses this season. “It both- 
ered me. It bothered me a lot.” 

Due mostly to the return of 
Meendering, a sophomore All- 
American last season, coaches unani- 
mously picked Nebraska to repeat as 
conference champion. But after the 
three home losses and a road setback 
at nationally ranked Texas A&M, 
Nebraska stood 10-4 overall and but 2- 
2 in league play, badly in need of a 
winning streak, 

Nebraska Coach Terry Pettit says 
he’s settled on the two-setter system 
the Huskers have used throughout the 
season but will continue to mix and 
match players in the lineup, still hope- 
ful of finding the formula that will 
translate to wins later in the season. 

“We're not experimenting with all 
these things by choice,” he said. 
“We're doing it to be competitive as 
we develop. 

“If we were where we wanted to 
be, we would have six players and 
throw them out there. But we're a 
team of parts right now until certain 
people develop all-around skills.” 

If that happens in time, however, 
Pettit predicts Nebraska can still be a 
player at the end of the season. The 
early losses, hov mean Nebraska 
might have to do its work on the road 
in the NCAA Tournament. 

“We're going to beat some teams 
that are ranked ahead of us,” Pettit 
said only minutes after the team’s five- 
game loss at Texas A&M. “We're just 
going to have to work harder to get 
there.” 
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Answers in Oct. 30 issue 


This Week in Husker History 


October 17 

1987 — Much ado about nothing. 
Oklahoma State tailback Thurman 
Thomas, who goes into the game leading 
the nation in rushing, is limited to seven 
yards on nine carries as the 12th-ranked 
Cowboys are no match for second-ranked 
Nebraska, losing at Lewis Field in 
Stillwater 35-0. 


October 18 
1969 — Quarterback Jerry Tagge 
directs an 88-yard drive, culminating in a 
Jeff Kinney touchdown with 1:22 remain- 
ing, as Nebraska defeats Kansas 21-17 at 
Memorial Stadium. The winning drive is 
helped along by a pass interference and 
two personal foul penalties. The victory 
initiates a 32-game Cornhusker unbeaten 
streak that includes two national champi- 
onships and doesn't end until 1972. 


October 19 
1940 — Ed Schwartzkopf blocks a 
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quick kick and Forrest Behm recovers at 
the Kansas 8-yard line midway through 
the first quarter to set up a Vike Francis 
touchdown three plays later and the rout 
is on. Coach Biff Jones’ Cornhuskers win 
the second of eight consecutive games, 
53-2, on their way to a Rose Bowl bid 
opposite Stanford. Wayne Blue scores 
three touchdowns. 


October 20 

1923 — Kansas plays Coach Fred 
Dawson's Cornhuskers to a scoreless tie 
in the dedication game at Memorial 
Stadium. The first game at the new stadi- 
um, a 24-0 victory against Oklahoma, is 
played the week before. Nebraska ruined 
the dedication of the Jayhawks’ Memorial 
Stadium the previous year, 28-0. 


October 21 

1995 — Mike Fullman returns a punt 
79 yards for a touchdown five minutes 
into the game as No. 2-ranked Nebraska 


quickly takes control of a 49-25 victory 
against No. 9-ranked Kansas State at 
Memorial Stadium. Mike Rucker knocks 
off the helmet of Kansas State’s Joe 
Gordon with a block on the return. 


October 22 

1983 — Nebraska scores 48 points in 
the first 12:13 of the third quarter to show 
why its offense is nicknamed the "Scoring 
Explosion" on the way to a 69-19 victory 
against Colorado. “It was like someone 
dropped the Atom Bomb on us,” 
Buffaloes cornerback Victor Scott says. 


October 23 

1915 — A scouting report on 
Nebraska’s Guy Chamberlin by Notre 
Dame assistant Knute Rockne proves to 
be inaccurate as Chamberlin scores two 
touchdowns and Ted Riddell catches a 
touchdown pass from Loren Caley in the 
Cornhuskers’ 20-19 victory in their first- 
ever game against Notre Dame. Ml 


Misty’s selects only the top 10% of all Prime Choice 


beef to serve its customers... 
which puts us in a class by ourselves 


Misty’s has been chosen by Sterling 
Silver as the only restaurant in 
Nebraska that maintains such high 
standards of beef selection. Our 
quality is backed with a full ¢ guarantee 
of satisfaction in very: juicy bite. 


* Ask about our gift steak boxes for the holidays or special occasions. 


* 34 year tradition serving Husker fans. 
* Official caterer of Huskers Illustrated, Nebraska women’s volleyball and Nebraska sbi’ 's bas! 


¢ Recognized in magazines such as Bon Appeti 


Try our Misty’s fine seasonings in B-BQ, eee pelipel earn and all purpose. 
Ask your local grocer or call us at 402-466-8424 


Your Needs Our Tools 


Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank” 
ATMs and UBank” 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
any kind of financial decision, stop by or give us a call. We offer a variety of 
financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 


(Sbank. 


Member FDIC 
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Thunder 


Ready 
to Help 


California juco back 
thinks he'll fit right in 
with Huskers 
By James Hale 


t's ironic sometimes how in turbu- 
| lent times a ray of light can appear 

in unusual places to put hope 
back into a chronic situation. That ray 
of hope does not always come directly, 
and often times you have to wait to see 
just how wonderful it is going to be 
However, often that hope is worth the 
wait and puts energy back into your 
once proud organization. 

College football counts on the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers having one of 
the top I-backs in college football. It’s a 
tradition that the Huskers rarely miss 
out on. However, in 1999, the I-back 
position has not produced what every- 


Commitments for 2000 


Player Hometown (school) Ht. 
Thunder Collins 
Ira Cooper Omaha (Westside), Neb. 


Sandro DeAngelis 
Mike Erickson 
Martin Flaum 
Steve Kriewald 
DeWayne Long Jr. 
Lornell McPherson 
Ross Pilkington Loveland, Colo. 
Josh Plisch Rothschild, Wis. 
Jason Richenberger Liberty, Mo. 
Chris Septak 


Buffalo, N.Y. (St. Joseph Coll.) 5-9 195 
Papillion (Papillion-LaVista), Neb. 6-4 260 OL 
Denver (Northglenn), Colo. 65 
North Loup-Scotia 
West Des Moines (Dowling) lowa 6-1 
Omaha (Central), Neb. 


Millard (West), Neb. 


wt. Pos. 


Los Angeles (East L.A. College) 6-2 210 IB 


6-11/2 220 LB 
FB/K 


280 OL 
5-11 250 FB 

205 RB 
5-11 175, DB/WB 
6-1 175 ~WR 


6-4 290 OL 
6-3 210 LB 
6-4 235, TE 


one is used to. 

That doesn’t mean the position 
lacks talent, but the players haven't 
performed at an All-American level 
at this time, which leaves the vaunted 
ground attack short of its usual 
expectations. 

Rest assured Husker fans, help is 
on the way 

Thunder Collins (6-foot-2, 210 
pounds with 4.4 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) of East Los Angeles College, is 
ranked as the top junior college run- 
ning back in the country, despite red- 
shirting this year to give himself three 
years of eligibility on the Division I 
level. 

As a freshman, Collins ripped off 
1,548 yards rushing and another 600 
in receiving and scored 23 touch- 
downs. Collins earned first-team 


Junior College All-American honors 
for a 3-7 team. 

Collins was hoping to keep the 
commitment news a secret, so that he 
could take three visits without it caus- 
ing any alarm. However, once the 
news spread that Collins was going to 
be a Cornhusker, Wisconsin became 
his last visit. 

“T really didn’t want the news to get 
out this quick, but the media is pretty 
hot on this recruiting stuff,” Collins 
said. “I told Wisconsin that | would 
come and take a look at what they had 
to offer, but I already knew where I 
was going. They still wanted me to go 
up there, and they had a nice campus 
and a nice program. However, they 
didn’t change my mind about 
Nebraska and in fact, nothing can 
change my mind about Nebraska.” 


HUSKER 
RECRUITING 


All the leanings and commitments 
24 hours a day 


_ 1-900-454-4747 


$1.79 per minute 
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Must be 18 years old 


Besides Wisconsin, Auburn and 
Washington lost out. 

Collins visited Nebraska back on 
Sept. 11, when the Huskers routed 
California 45-0. He said that he was 
sold on Nebraska before halftime and 
knew where he was going to spend the 
next three years. 

“That morning, when I toured the 
academic center, I knew that this was 
the place for me,” Collins said. “I was 
so impressed with their academic cen- 
ter and how important it was to the 
academic people that I get my degree. 
They cared about Thunder Collins the 
student first and then Thunder Collins 
the athlete second. That really 
impressed me. I want to major in soci- 
ology, and I feel I can excel academical- 
ly at Nebraska with the support they 
have for me.” 

So, exactly what do the Huskers 
have in Collins? 

“Tam a slasher and have a running 
style like Eric Dickerson,” Collins said. 
“T am a home-run hitter and feel 
Nebraska needs that kind of running 
back. They really don’t have that right 
now, and to really get their offense 
going you have to have a tailback that 
the defense understands can take it 100 
yards. I think I can be the missing link 
to what Nebraska needs.” 

Collins is originally from Los 
Angeles Manuel Arts High School, 
where he rushed for 1,200 yards and 10 
touchdowns. Another benefit for 
Collins is that he will enroll at 
Nebraska for second semester and go 
through spring football. 

He should be a big plus for the 
Nebraska offense. 

The Husker defense once again 
looks is one of the nation’s top units 
against the run. It all starts up front 
where Nebraska is traditionally strong 
and solid at defensive tackle, with 
tremendous pass rushers off the end. 

Tim Johnson (6-4, 230, 4.8) of Morris 
Township (Delbarton), N.J., plays out- 
side linebacker on the prep level but 
will move to defensive end in college. 
His speed on the corner and natural 
instincts for rushing the passer will 
make him a dynamo at defensive end. 

A year ago at linebacker, Johnson 
racked up 49 solo stops, 112 total tack- 
les and had 15 sacks. Already this sea- 
son, Johnson has seven sacks to his 
credit through three games. 

Johnson has always liked Penn State 
but is also looking at Nebraska, 
Syracuse, Stanford and UCLA. 

“Nebraska has a great tradition on 
defense, in fact I think that is where 
they win their football games,” 
Johnson said. “I think I can play their 
rush end position, which they have 


Big 12 Recruiting Update 


NU Recruit Might Make Visits 


Is linebacker Jason Richenberger of Liberty, Missouri wavering on his 
commitment to Nebraska? Probably not, but he is talking about taking a 
visit or two to Kansas State and Oklahoma. 

“Tam still committed to Nebraska, but I have been thinking about taking 
a couple of visits,” Richenberger said. “I haven’t really seen any other pro- 
grams first hand, but I think that might be good for me. Like I said, | am still 
committed to Nebraska, but just thinking about the possibility of taking one, 
maybe two visits. | probably won't, but Iam thinking about it.” 

Oklahoma has earned its seventh oral commitment of the 2000 recruiting 
class in running back Rod Ansley (6-3, 200, 4.5) of Plainview, Texas. Ansley 
is a top-50 talent in Texas and is also considered a top-notch strong safety or 
linebacker. He rushed for more than 1,400 yards and 23 touchdowns a year 
ago. Ansley picked the Sooners over Texas Tech, Colorado, Texas and 
Oklahoma State. 

Luke Jacobson (6-3, 185, 4.5) of West Des Moines, lowa, is still very inter- 
ested in Nebraska and its renewed effort to throw the football. Jacobson has 
Minnesota in front of Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska but has only attended 
Jowa and Nebraska games thus far. 

Defensive tackle Zac Newby (6-4, 270, 4.9) of Putnam City (North), Okla, 
will miss four games because of a torn MSL knee ligament. However, 
Newby is still being highly recruited. Colorado State, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State and USC all have an interest in Newby. 

“Nebraska is a great program and is always one of the top teams in the 
country,” Newby said. “I have talked to them several times, and I am just 
waiting to see what happens in the future. | really don’t have a leader at the 
moment.” 

Running back Corey Alexander (5-10, 175, 4.4) of Houston (Forrest Brook) 
is trying to set his visits. A Texas top-100 talent, Alexander has visited Rice. 
Alexander is also talking with Michigan, Nebraska, Missouri, Colorado and 


Kansas to set his other visits. 


made famous. I am really going to 
take a close look at them. 

Jamal Brown (6-7, 305, 5.1) of 
Lawton (MacArthur), Okla., is the top 
defensive tackle prospect in 
Oklahoma. A preseason All-American, 
Brown has worlds of potential and is 
still growing as a football player. He 
has already set visits to Nebraska and 
Tennessee, but OU is the solid leader, 
with Texas A&M, Kansas and TCU 
also getting looks. 

“T am leaning toward Oklahoma 
but want to see what is out there,” 
Brown said. “Nebraska is a great pro- 
gram and a dominant team in the 
defensive line. I look forward to taking 
a look at their program first hand.” 

Albert Means (6-6, 305, 5.0) of 
Memphis (Trezevant), Tenn., is one of 
the top 10 defensive linemen in the 
country. Means recorded 16 sacks as a 
junior and is on pace to beat that total 
this season. Means camped at Texas, 
Georgia, Nebraska and Kentucky and 
has added Alabama to his list as well. 

“I am still pretty wide open in 
recruiting right now,” Means said. “I 
haven't even set my five visits yet, but 
Iam pretty sure one of them will be to 
Nebraska. They have a great defensive 


scheme and really take pride in just 
pounding people. I want to play for a 
program that is always in contention 
for a national title, and Nebraska is 
that kind of program.” 

The Huskers are the solid leaders 
for Bernard Thomas (6-4, 230, 4.75) of 
Mountain View (St. Francis), Calif. A 
year ago, Thomas burst on the scene 
with 100 stops and 16 sacks as an out- 
side linebacker/defensive end. He 
will move to defensive end in college. 
Nebraska leads Michigan, UCLA and 
usc. 

“Every kid playing football today 
knows about the Nebraska 
Blackshirts,” Thomas said. “I love 
how they attack on defense and how 
they really get after people. Nebraska 
is always going forward and always 
making things happen on defense.” 

Kalvin Barrett (6-2, 300, 5.3) of 
Spring Valley (Monte Vista), Calif., 
can bench 300 pounds and is a state 
champion wrestler. Barrett favors 
Ohio State over USC, Nebraska and 
Penn State. Traison Lewis (6-1, 223, 
4.75) of Cucamonga, Calif., can bench 
355. Lewis is leaning toward Nebraska 
over Colorado, USC and Washington 
State. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


NEBRASKA SOCCER 
HOME SCHEDULE 1999 


Aug. 20 UNO 
Aug. 27 TEXAS TECH a 
Aug. 29 BAYLOR mM. 
Sept. 3 ORAL ROBERTS Tp. 
Sept. 10/12 Husker Fila Invitational 7 al . 
Sept. 10 USC vs. Portland 5 p.m. pF 

CONNECTICUT 7 p.m. 
Sept. 12 USC vs. Connecticut 11 a.m. 

PORTLAND 1 p.m. 
Sept. 24 TULSA 7 p.m. x 
Oct. 8 DENVER 7 p.m. ke 
Oct. 15 KANSAS 7 p.m. : 
Oct. 17 MISSOURI 1 p.m, 
Oct. 29 IOWA STATE 7 p.m. 


TICKETS 800-8 BIG RED 


CUBE-IT* 


Custom Lucite Sports & 
Collectible Cases 


FBH-D1 Mirror — $89.95 


VF-D - $69.95 » 
Raised Ball 


Classic 
Case 
$19.95 


vB 
anate 


SE - Beanie Baby” 
I * Basketball 
* Football 
| * Baseball Bat 
* Tennis Ball 
* Golf Ball 
* Hockey Puck 


Many Holders Not Shown 
Call For More Information 


888-272-3199 


CUBE-IT, Inc. 
Route 4, Box 6 
Rusk, TX 75785 
Fax Orders to: 

903-683-1452 
Over 25 yrs in Plastic Molding Business 
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~ TT TOOK 35 YEARS ; 
To WRITE THIS AD. | 


Thirtyfive years ogo, Dr. Stanley C. Peorle had knowledge ovailoble. At Pearle we've made 


@ vision. So he started on optical company with 


sure you' 


olessionals to assist you whose 3 


‘one gool...10 help people see beter. What grew _ulmos! concern js your satisfaction, guaranteed 


from that simple dedication is All the way from the exams 
© chain of the finest eyecore You receive to the lenses you 


stores evailoble throughout A need to the frames you 


America. select. In fact, we have put 


}. systems in place to ensure 


thot our customers receive 


up with the rapid change in 


eyewear technology. From 


the latest in frames, lenses Pearle and see 


‘ond coatings to the newest techniques for mec: 


suring eyes, our professionals update you on the ever received, It took 35 years, bu! we think 


most current eyecare information ond products you 


gree it was worth it 


SION” 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
1205 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402+476+7583 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402+489+9776 
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ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 


Individual Football Tickets and Travel Packages 
are available for all home and away games 


1999 Schedule 
Sept. 4 @ lowa 
Sept.11 California 
Sopt. 18 So, Mississippi 
@ Missouri 


BIG 12 Championship 12/4 
Sugar Bowl — 


Sept. 25, 
Oct.2 Oklahoma State 
fowa Stato 

@ Texas 


Oct. 9 
Oct, 23, 
Oct. 30, @ Kansas 
Nov. 6 Texas A&M 
Nov.13 Kansas State 
Nov.26  @ Colorado 


Place a $100 deposit on either the Big 12 or the Sugar 
Bowl and receive a full refund if the Huskers do not 
play in the game you have selected. 


Diamond Travel Inc. 
(602) 870-9197 


National Championship 1/4 
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Solich Cautious 
About Looking Ahead 


The second half of Nebraska’s schedule 
will be much more demanding 


FRANK SOLICH WAS SERIOUS. But he 
would have said the same thing, regard- 
less. 

He's ever cautious, and generous in prais- 
ing upcoming opponents. 

In other words, he’s like most coaches. 

“Jowa State, I think, is probably the best 
all-around team we will have faced up to 
this point,” he told reporters on Tuesday, 
during his weekly news conference. 

That he kept a straight face might have 
been justified. The Cyclones appeared to be making 
progress under fifth-year head coach Dan 
McCarney, and “I think they’re to the 
point where they feel that now they can 
match up and play great football against 
anybody,” said Solich. 

Anybody with the exception of 
Nebraska it seems. 

McCarney’s teams are 0-5 against the 
Cornhuskers, losing by a combined 290- 
63. 

This year’s game was a fairly typical 
49-14, 

Still, it appeared Iowa State might pre- 
sent the greatest challenge to date, a fact 
reflecting not only the Cyclones’ 
improvement but also the quality of the 
first half of Nebraska's schedule. 

The Cornhuskers have positioned 
themselves for a run at the Big 12 cham- 
pionship — and yes, at the national 
championship. But their 6-0 start and 
lofty national ranking should not be mis- 
interpreted. The second half of the sched- 
ule, which begins at Texas next week, is 
much more demanding. 

Solich was asked if he had considered 
the opportunities that have presented 
themselves as preseason national champi- 
onship contenders, most notably Florida 
and Michigan, already have been defeated in pursuit of a 
Sugar Bowl bid that might very well require perfection. 

“| haven't looked at the big picture that closely,” Solich 
said. 

“Certainly I know where we're ranked and how that's all 
playing out. But there’s so much football to play yet that I'm 
neither depressed nor excited about where we're at right 
now. If you start looking at that kind of stuff, then you're 
probably not doing yourself any good or your team any 
good. 

“And the same thing holds true with your football team. 
If they start feeling pretty good about themselves and start 
to look at where they're at and what they’ve done . .. you're 
setting yourself up. Because there’s nobody today that can- 
not beat you if you're not ready to play your best.” 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Coach Frank Solich says Nebraska 
needs to prepare the same each 
week, regardless of the opponent. 


There was concern early in the week that the 
Cornhuskers might not be ready to play their best against 
Towa State. That concern was based, in part, on the way they 
were practicing. 

Solich called Tuesday's practice “so-so,” and though the 
enthusiasm and execution seemed to pick up as the week 
went on, even one day of preparation squandered is proba- 
bly too much. 

Now concern of a mental letdown is even greater with an 
off-week prior to the Texas game. 

“We need to have an excellent week of practice, and 
make sure we're not just biding our time or wasting our 
time, that we're progressing,” Solich said. 
“You want to show progress.” 

In typical coach fashion, Solich used 
an extreme example to make his point 
about the potential pitfalls of an off-week: 
the off-week prior to the 19-0 loss at 
Arizona State in 1996. 

“We didn’t feel we were making 
progress in that off-week,” he said. “In 
fact, we may have set ourselves back a lit- 
tle bit. And consequently, that showed in 
the game. The deciding factor, of course, 
was, Arizona State had a great football 
team. But we didn’t help ourselves out. 

“We need to play well this week.” 
Which the Cornhuskers did. 

And “we need to have a really good 
week of practice in the off-week.” 

Nebraska built a reputation under 
Coach Tom Osborne for its work ethic 
and for preparing the same each week, 
regardless of the opponent. And Solich 
has taken the same approach. 

“You need to get prepared week after 
week,” he said. 

“That's something Nebraska has tradi- 
tionally done over the years, and I hope 
that we'll be the kind of team that will 
continue to do that. We've been that kind 
of team so far.” 

If there were a letdown early in the week, it certainly 
wasn’t apparent at game time. The Cornhuskers wasted lit- 
tle time taking charge, as they have done the last three 
weeks. 

They played Iowa State as if it were a Top 10 opponent. 

“That's the way it is in college football in this day and 
age,” said Solich. “It’s not a deal where you've got two or 
three games that you've got to win during the season and if 
you get that done, everything's going to fall into place. 
You'd better be ready to play them all.” ll 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or P.O. Bax 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 


The Blues, ane 
goodfor. you! 


Health care coverage for you ... and everyone who 
depends on you. With the kind of service that lets you 
spend your time on the good things in life. From a company 
that has stood by Nebraskans for more than 60 years. 


Do something good for yourself: 
Choose the Blues. 


Call 1-800-622-2765 


BlueCross BlueShield 
of Nebraska 


www.bebsne.com 
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adidas 


Real champions put on attitude before they hit the field. And Huskers Authentic has the real stuff that helps 
create that Husker championship attitude on the gridiron, volleyball and basketball courts, and soccer field: 
Coach's polos, jerseys, sideline jackets, sweats, and much more. It’s all absolutely identical to what the Huskers 
wear. So suit up with Huskers Authentic and put on attitude—the real stuff of champions. Just across the street, 
west of Memorial Stadium. Or call toll-free 1-800-965-8674 for a free official Huskers Authentic catalog. 
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